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RE Aunbor of de following, Letters 
is - 400; well -acquainted with human 
Nature; too be in the leaſt ſurpriſed at the 
reception they have met with; that is, that 
they have been much liked, much cenſured, 
and little aſſented to: Truth, he knows, 
has at all times been ſo received for, tho 
by her native beauty ſhe,/ is ſure to charm 
25 from her repugnancy ta maſt 8 
eſt the.is ſeldom. welearie : paliticjans 
are are AB of bet, , parties deteſt het, and all. | 
profeſſions agree, that ſhe is — — 4 
dangerous if n nn . 
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 PREQACE. 
lick : he knows, that mankind live all in 
Conan 
„ö expect 
00 be abuſed by the whole Aſſembly: he 
could therefore have no motive for thus im- 
parting his free ſentiments to the publick, 
except the dictates of his own heart, which 
tell him, chat it i whery man's duty, wf 
comes into the World, eo uſe his beſt endea- 
vours, however ĩnſigniſicant, to leave it as 
duced by this motive alone he at f rſt under - 
oo this Inquiry; and now, acuntel! by 
che lame prineiple,endunprovoled by all the 
ſenſeleſs mĩſapprehenſians; and malicious miſ- 
vonſtructions, withwhichichas been tortured, 
—.— th all poſſible coticifeneſs, en- 
to explain choſe parts of it, which 
| Wie Wan W. mifimderſtood, or miſtepre- | 
Kea, and gie Mätisfaction to ill, ho 
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Christian Religion 1e erected. 11000 für the 
literal belief of that Account is eſſential to 


the true faith of a Chriſtian, need not be 
flere decided ; becauſe not the leaſt mention 
bf it is is made i in this Letter: and therefore 
this objeRion i is intirely founded om a mil. 
take. The argument there made uſe of, is 

r "this, that ſome Have endeavouted to | 


Juſtify the goodneſs of God from the intto- 
duction of Evil, by alerting, | that at the 
beginning there was no ſuch thing, but chat, 
at firſt, all creation came out of "His omti. 


potent hand, with abfolute perſectĩ- 
on, and free E Evil, both natural and 


motale to ſhew, that this was am ancient 
opinion; ſorne-lines are quoted from Ovid's 
Metamorphoſis, de ſcribing the Golden Ago, 
in ſuch a ſtate of perfect happineſs, /and-in- 
nocence ; on which the Author, thinking 
them to be no part of any one's Creed, ima- 
i | 2 8 | gined | 


F 


REAR = 3 


| gined himſelf at liberty to obſerxe, that 
from the nature of man, and the nature of 
this terreſtrial globe, which be inhadies, the 
real exiſtence of ſuch a ſtate ſeemed-impoſs - 
ſible; and therefore, that theſe deſcriptions” 
of it could be nothing more, than amuſing: 
dreams, and inchanting fables. This bears 
not the leaſt reference to the Moſaick Ac- 
count of Paradiſe, in which ſuch a State of 
abſolute perfection, void of all Exil, is ſo 
far from being deſcribed, that the Ser- 
pent, or the Devil, the parent of all Evil, 
is one of the principal Characters of that 
Hiſtory ;, which therefore by no means 
contradicts the n * aſſerted. 


The ſcbnd Letter WT RIG to thew, 
that Evils of Imperfection are in truth no 
Evils at all; but only the abſence of com- 
* good, reſulting ſolely from the ne- 

B 3 ceſlary 
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city WMoriry* dr {the Beings with-r#-- 


gincktes otters, which cannot be prevented. 


ip!'a Miſter! of creation; whoſe very ef- 


ſedeerednſifts id = chaiſ of fuborditiation; | 


le nothing. To this likewiſe one objoction 


an had been made which is, that no 


fur} chain of ſubordinate Beings, reaching 
from infiriite perfection to abſolute nothing, 
Gn, im fal, exit; for this notable reafor'; 
Beeauft no being can apptoarti next to infi- 
ante Peleckion; nor any be contiguou to 
nothing. But this argument being no more 
Man's Abibble on metaphyſical terms, to 
Aich ho Pretifs ideas are affixed, neither 
deſerves, nor is | capable « of an yer; 


46 


"The third Letter t treats of? Natural Evils 


and at attempts to ſhew that | moſt of theſe, 
which we complam of, are derived like- 


vit 


PREFACE. 1 
Ain fem tie fine Bürde k thit i. From 
ſtation in the univerſal ſyſtem : to this are 
added three conjectures; firſt, that many of 
our miſeries may be owing to ſome Rcret, 
things, that renders it impracticable to pro- 
duce pleaſure excluſive of pain; a certain 
degree of which muſt therefore be endured 
by individuals, for the happineſs and well- 
being of the whole : ſecondly, that many 
other of our miſeries may be inflifted on uy 
by dhe agency of ſuperior Beings, to whoſe 
benefit they may poſſibly be as conducive 
as the deaths and ſufferings of inferior ani- 
mals are to ours: and, laſtly, that by the | 


ſcries, which for the ſake of general utility we 
ue obliged to ſuffer in one life, may bers 

compenced in another, and ſo the divine 
5 | as B 4 | good- 


W err AE. 


goodneſs, be ſufficientiy. juſtified: from tho 
admiſſion of, them all., To eve ; ORB, | 
theſe, ome ;objetions., have been made: 
agaioſt the firt;-it has been alledged, that 
this -impradticability to produce: pleaſure, 
without pain, whence/ariſes chis unity of 
the Jufſeringy, of individheals for tlie p00 
ef the whole, is“ a production of 
ine Author's own daring - imagination, 
founded en no reaſon; and ſupported by rio = 
_ proof. To which he anſwers, tliat he pro- | 

poſes, it as a conjecture only; but cannot 
think it ill-founded, ſince) it is confitmed 
by zhe, appearance of every thing around 
us, and ſince it is geaſonahle to be- 
lieye , that a benevolent Creator vould not 
have permitted his creatures to have ſuffered 
on any other terms. In ridicule of the ſe- 
W ene e with an 


PR E rA. ip 


air of humqur, whether, we can think is 
credible. tha ſuperior, beings. Would. rides 
or hunt, or roaſt, or eat us, as we. make 
uſe of inferior animale Which queſtion "YN 
moſt properly to be anſwered by another ; 
whether, Abe unbounded. ſyſtem of. — 
tion, there may not be numberleſs methods, 
by which bein eings of different orders may be 3 
ſubſeryient. 10 each others uſes, totally a- 
boye the reach,of.our camprehenſions? To 

doubt of which would be like the incredu- 
Iity ofghe ignorant peaſant, whocan ſcarce 
be perſwaded to believe that there is any 
thing in the world, ſome ſpecimen of which 
he has, not beheld within the. narrow limits 
of bis own pariſh. Jo the laſt i is objected, 
chat the doctrine of T ranſmigration being 
only the fanciful and exploded opinion of 
ſome ancient Philoſophers, in the times of 
varkneks, NY. not, N che Author, to 
babe 


, 
4 » as 


PREFACE. 
have been here atlvanced in direct contra- 

0 diftion to the faith andi teners of the Chrifti- 
a keligion: wo which” he replies, that he 
Keithsr propoſes this doctrine as an article of 

his Gun belief, or Impoſes i dn others; 
bir tnehtioris only 28 che moſt tonal 

80 njefture of the human mind, uninformed 

| by 55 ernatural affiſtance concerning a fh- 
ole: chat it ic confirmed by Revelation 
* does not pretend, but that it directly 
Conträckets k, by no theahs Appeafb; fo . 
dent die due Senptures concerning the ſtate 

of the foul betucen Heath and the reftirrecti- 
on, that the molt Tegrned div divines ftill widely 
2 8555 on that ſubject; Tone maintaining that 
K enters immediately into a ftate of retriby- 


C34 8 


bon; 5 others, of ſleep; and others, of pur- 
. gation | from paſt offences: why. therefore 
Sit more 1 ſenſe of theſe 


4 ab to ſuppoſe, that ir may polibly 
animate 


PREFACE. it 
and, at the laſt day, receive fuch puniſh- 
ments or rewards as is due on the wholeac- 
count of its paſt behaviour? Thus the pro- 
feerns to be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, and they 
appear perfely conſiſtent with wand 1 
not at alt CIO to revelation. - 


© The fourth Letter endeavours to account. 
for Moral Evil: the moſt arduous Parr of 
the whole undertaking ; to which end it at· 
tempts to ſhew, that the common: opinion, 
which derives it ſolely from the abuſe. of 
free · will in man, is ineffectual for that pur · 
poſe; and that therefore, though its very 
eſſence conſiſts in the production of natu- 
ral Evil, yet it could never have been ad- 
mitted into the works of a Juſt and be- 
neficent Creator, if it had not ſome re- 
wote and collateral tendency to univerſal 


on. 


„ rarer. | 
. god, by anſwering, ſome. ends beneficial 
to" the immenſe, and incomprehenſible. 


whole: one of which may poſſibly be the 
converſion. of unpreventable miſertes into 


Vu puniſhmentsby che produdtioh.of guilt, 


yuthout which they mult have been inflict- 

of the origin of Moral Evil, not only ma- 
ny weighty objections have been made, but 
on it many imputations have been laid, of 
2 moſt formidable nature, as that it makes 
God the cauſe of all wickedneſs, deſtroys 
Free. will in mati, and conſequently roots up 
He foundation of all Virtue, and Morality 
Whatever; and it is, moreqver, charged 
With inconſiſtency and ſelf. contradiction 
thro” every part. To all this the Author 
Hh only, that he is aſſured, that, if any RY 
 Hntelligent: reader will peruſe the whole Let- 


ci together with candor, and 2 attention, it 
1 will 


boo 2 


; 


far, together with his nature and formation; 
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will evidently appear, thartheſe accuſations 


are entirely groundleſs. He makes no man- 


Free- vill, and is juſtly/punilhable-for the 


abuſe of it; and hqpes he has ſo expreſſoch 
himſelf, through this whale piece, aste 
queſtiom: Alle he means is, chat though the 


abuſe of Free- will is undoubtedliy the in 


mediate cuuſe of Moral Evil, yet it eit 
from thence derive its original admiſſion 
into the works of a benevolent: Caiurg 
becauſe man, not being a ſelf-exiſtent and 
independent being, muſt receive that Will x 


from the ſuptertie Author of all things a 


| for which reaſon he cannot apprehend; that 


the general wickedneſs" of mankind can 
be an accident procceding from their um 
foreſeen wrong elections, by which the whole 


_ PREFACE. 
\ benevolent ſyſtem is defeated ; but muſt he 
a Part, and a material part too, af the ori- 
ginsl plan of creation, wiſely calculated by 
the incomprehenſible operations of vice, and 
puniſhment, to promote the good and hap- 
pineſs of the whole. For, to aſſert, that any 
thing has happened which God did not in- 
tend, or that he intended any thing which 
did not happen, is. a language, which may 
beallowed to the Poet, or the Orator, b 
never to the Philoſopher unleſs ve can ſup- 
poſe, chatOmniſcicace can be dilappinged, 
and Quanipotence defeated. . As to Incun- 
ſiſteney, he denies not the charge; but be- 
lieves he is net more inconſiſtent chan all 


t of the ſame ſeeming inconſiſtency on this 
heads they all repreſent man a8 4 Being 
D his 


F REF ASE. xv 
his miſbehariour ; yet as conſtantly ſpeaks 
of him as a creature deriviag ell his chought, 
will, and diſpoſitions from his Cteator, and 
under his perpetual influence, and directionʒ 
the appearance of inconſiſtency, ia which 
two prepaſitions, .beth undoubtedly true, 
proceeds only fram our ignoraace in the nag 
ture, and limits of free-will, and divine in- 
fluence, and our inahility m camprehend 
ther, In the latter part af this. Letter a 
few hints are flung out, to ſhew that 
the principles of the faregoing theory ſame 
of the moſt abſtruſe doctrines of the chriſti- 
an revelation, of original ſin, Brace, pre- 
deſtination, and vicarious puniſhment, might 
be rendered reconcileable to the Aricteſt 1 rea 
ſon; a propoſal from "whence ſurely m 
advantage might accrue to the , cauſe or 
chriſtianity i in general, and by which , poſſh- 
N ſome articles of qur oyn e 


1 
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8e! proved to to be mich leſs incompatib 

Wiek common ſenſe than they "are Thought 
65 wy WM thoſe, who will not ſuſeribe 
ther, an d by Hany,” who dd: with "ad 
to Calles of men ate particular) offen 
ded; the rational diſſenters, 1s they pleaſe 
to call chemſelves, ank the rhetHoaltÞ* the 
former of theſe having arbitrarily expunged 
out of their Bibles every thing, which appear 
to dem centradiory r to reaſon that 8, tg 
their” own reaſon, or, in other Words, ehe 
#F thing which they cannot underſtand, gere 
diſpleaſed to ſee thioſe' denets explained, Which 


they have thought proper to rejeſt2. x : che 
latter having embraced theſe very « doctrines 
only becauſe they, appeared . onincellgble, 
are unwilling to fee them cleared Ip, bo 
afraid leſt. thoſe dark and thorny cov 
ſhould be layed open, undder which, 55 


have ſo long ſheltered themſelves from the 
rays 


PREFACE vii 


rays of reaſpn : with either of theſe all de- 
bate would be vain, and uſeleſs, becauſe 
the firſt, though for the moſt part honeſt» 
religious, and learned men, are unable to 
comprebend any reaſoning, which ſoars a- 
bove the limits of their own confined lite- 
rature and education, and the others are 
determined to liſten to no reaſoning at all, 
having with all reaſon and common-ſenſe 
e eee u „ 


7 


— the Bk Le it ſhew, 
childs government of ſuch 'imperfe&t 
creatures as men over each other there muſt. 
be much unavoidable Evil: that all human 
governments, whether of the monarchical, 
popular, or mixed kinds, were at firft foun- 
— intereſt, and mult over be 


pin, or curtin, both of hi 
| m 


S 1 


i 

8 
r 
: 


without'the'total” alteration of human na 


ly to ſubmit to theſe Evils, when 


Xviii PREFACE. 

muſt be productive of innumerable Evils : 
that theſe ought not to be imputed to God, 
| becauſe he could not have prevented them 


ture; much leſs can they be eradicated by 
men; but that they may in ſome meaſure 


be leſſened by the diminution of moral E- 


vil, from which all political Evils are de- 
rived; and therefore that we ought quiet- 


they do 


not ariſe to any intolerable degree, and to 


apply principally that remedy to the faults 


of government, which is ever the moſt effec- 


tual, that is, the amendment of our own. 
It is no wonder, that a leſſon ſo diſagree- 
able to the reſtleſs humours of moſt men, 
and ſo repugnant to the arts, and ends 
of faftion'ſhould call up againſt the Author, | 
many opponents, who have liberally be- 
Rowed 6h him the titles of an enemy to 


TI Liberty. 
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Liberty, and an advocate for corruption, 
with the ſame juſtice that a phyſician might 
be ſtiled an enemy to health, and an ad- 
vocate for the gout, who i in that diſtemper 
preſcribes patience, and temperance, rather 
than ſuch inflaming medicines . as might 
convert it into a more dangerous diſeaſe. 
All that he has aſſerted in this Letter a- 
mounts to no more than this: that no go- 


vernment can ſubſiſt without ſome princi- 
ple of governing; that is, that men cannot 
be governed without ſome means by which 
their obedience can be obtained ; a pro- 
poſition, which ſeems as inconteſtible, as as 

that every effect muſt have a cauſe. That 
all government muſt be diſagreable to thoſe, 
who are governed is demonſtrable from 
the nature and eſſence of government itelf, 
which being nothing more, than a compul- 

ſion of individuals to at i in ſuch a manner 
| C2 ; "0 
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in fapport of "ſociety as they are neither 
wie, nor honeſt endughi to do from the 
ſuggeſt ions of their own heads, or hearts, 
this compulſion muſt be contrary to both 
their judgments, and inclinat ons, and con- 
ſequently diſagrerable, and for that reaſon 
perpetually reliſted : ſome method. muſt 
therefore be made uſe of to overcome this 
reſiſtance, and what that method can be, 
except force, or interelt he cannot find out: 
he is an advocate for neither, except from 
their neceſſity; and, |: any one will point 
out another, he will readily declare his dif 


approbation of 3 boch. eg 


i YE 
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The ſixth and laſt Letter WY upon 
125 ſame plan As the reſt, and endeavouts 
to ſhew, that religi ous Evils, that is, "the 
defects ſo vilibte in all human religions, 


| and the miſchiev ous 9 Ry 
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from them, are not oxing to any want of 
wiſdom, or goodneſs in our Creator, but 
proceed, like all ot ers, from our nature, 
and. ſituation, and the impradticability of 
giving a perfect religion to an imperfect 
creature, In order to explain this it was 
neceſſary to point out the particular i imper- 
fections, which in fact do exiſt in all hu- | 
man religions, whether natural or revealed ; 
not with any deſign to depreciate the one, 
or to invalidate the authority of the other, 
but only to account for them conſiſtently 
with God's wiſdom, and benevolence : thoſe 
charged upon natural religion have been 
readily enough agreed to, but thaſe i impu- 
ted to revelation have offended many, who 
have from thence confidered the whole - of 
this inquiry as intended ſecretly to un- 
dermine the foundations of Chriſtianity, 
than which nothing can be more averſe 
from the intentions ay well as from the 

C3 ſen- 
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ſentiments of the Author : but indeed ma- 
ny late deiſtical writers have attacked that 
religion ſo unfairly by inſinuating many ca- 
vils, which they dared not expreſs, that 
they have made it very difficult for any one 
to treat freely on that ſubject, without in- 
curring the ſuſpicion of the ſame inſinceri- 
ty: of all ſuch diſingenuous artifices the 
Author ſincerely declares his utmoſt de- 
teſtation, and begs to be underſtood to mean 
all that he expreſſes, and nothing more * 
he ſolemnly profeſſes, that by recounting 
theſe imperfections, he is ſo far ſrom ch 


tertaining any ſecret deſigns deſtructive to 
dhat ſacred inſtitution, that by it he intended 
not only to wreſt out of the hands of infi- 
delity thoſe weapons, with which it has e- 
ver been moſt ſucceſsfully aſſaulted, but al- 
ſio to obviate all thoſe doubts and difficul- 
185 which er occur to the minds 
1 | 


PREFACE. XXiii 
of thinking men, though no infidels, on 
viewing the deplorable ſtate in which all 
human religion has continued throughout 
all ages, and the ineffectual aſſiſtance it 
has received even from this divine i interpo- 
poſition itſelf, by no means exempted from 
numberleſs Evils, and Imperfections: to 
thoſe, who perceive none of theſe Imper- 
fections, and conſequential Evils, he means 


not to write, nor deſires to let in any. new 
light on their tender organs, which can 


ſerve only to diſturb their preſent repoſe ; 
nor does he aſpire to the honour of wor- 


king for thoſe middle ſized underſtandings, 
who can be well fitted with ready-made ar- 


guments from every Pulpit : to the lear- 
ned, impartial, ſagacious, and inquiſitive, 
he alone applies, the eſtabliſhing one of 
- whomyin-a rational and well-grounded be- 
lief of the Chriſtian Religion does more 
| C 4 | real 
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real ſervice; ta that cauſe, than the inliſting 
legions under that denomination whoſe im- 
moveable faith proceeds only from their ig- 
norance; that is, who believing without 
any reaſon, can poſſibly have no reaſon 
for doubting. To account for the Cor- 
ruption of religion it was neceſſary to ſpe - 

cify the particular abuſes, and abuſers f 
it: and here the Author could ſcarcely o- 
verlook the Clergy : but he hopes that no- 
thing has eſcaped his pen, that can throw 
the leaſt reflection upon them as Clergy» G 
but as men only, ſubject to the ſame. im- 

perfeftions and actuated by the ſame paſſi- 
ons as other men, and purſuing the ends 
of ſelf intereſt and ambition by the ſame 
paths, in which all others would have trod, 
conducted by the ſame temptations, and 


opportunities; he has treated them with no 
more freedom than he has done Princes and 


Parl. 
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Parliaments, Minifters and Patriots, Con- 
admit of no partiality; ſure he is, that no- 
thing he has ſaid can bear the moſt diſtant 
relation to the preſent Clergy of this coun- 
try, whom he ſincerely thinks are «body 
of men as honeſt, learned, and uoprejudi- 
ced, as ever exiſted,” and for whoſe per 
gard. In another part of this Leiter there 
i an aflbrtion, which has given ſome-of- | 
fence; which is, that every religion muſt 

be corrupted as ſoon” as it becomes eſta- 
bliſhed ; this has been thought a reflection 
upon all national churches, and a perſua · 
ſion to ſchiſm, and diſſention; but thoſe, 
who think thus, totally miſapprehend the 
vours to prove, that every thing human 
muſt be attended wich Evils, which there- | 


* fore 
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ons in the hands of men, but that theſe, 
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fore ought to be ſubmitted to with patience 


will adhere to all governments and religi- 


will not juſtify our reſiſtance to the one, or 


dur diſſention from the other: the aſſertion 


itſelf, the Author cannot retract, but the 
inference, which he deſires may be drawn 
from it, is by no means favourable to diſſen- 
tions, becauſe from them he can perceive no 
remedy, which can accrue to theſe Evils: 


for if it was every one's duty to, deſert a 
national church on account of thoſe cor- 


ruptions which . from i its eltabliſh- 


ment, and this duty was univerſally, com- 


of cheſe things muſt neceſſarily follow; ei- 
cher that ſome diſſention of ſuperior purity, 
which wſually' ariſe from its being a difſen- 
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tion, muſt be eſtabliſhed in its room; or 
no religion muſt be eſtabliſhed at all: if 
the firſt of theſe methods ſhould take place, 
the end propoſed by it would by itſelf been- 
tirely defeated ; becauſe that purer religion 
which was eſtabliſhed would by that very eſ- 
tabliſhment become equally corrupt with 
that, which was deſerted, and fo the ſame 
reaſon would eternally remain for a new 
diſſention: if the latter ſhould be taken, 
that is, to eſtabliſn no religion at all; this 
would be ſo far from producing the inten- 
ded reformation, that it would let in ſuch 
an inundation of enthuſiaſm, and conn | 
dictory abſurdities, as muſt in a ſhort time 
deſtroy not only all religion, but all peace, 
and morality whatever: of which no one 
can entertain the leaſt doubt, who is not 
totally unacquainted both with the nature, 
and hiſtory of mankind. From whence it 


xxviii PRE F A OE. 
i plain, that all diflentions from a national 
church, not in itſeif ſinful, ariſe from igno- 
rance; that is, from a kind of ſhort-ſighted- 
- neſs, which. enables men to pry out every 
 imperfeQtion within their reach, but pre- 
vents their diſcerning the more remote ne- 
ceflicy for thoſe imperfections, and the dan- 
bens of amending them. : 


Fo conclude, the Author of this inqui- 
ry having heard it ſo much, and as he 
thought ſo. unjuſtly calumniated, has re- 
viewed it with all poſſible care, an and im- 
partiality, and though he finds many things 
in the ſtyle, and compoſition, which have 
need enough of amendment, he ſees no- 
thing in the ſentiments which. ought to be 
retracted. His intentions were to reconcile 
the numerous E vils ſo conſpicuaus in the 
Creation with the wiſdom power and good- 
4 __ 
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neſs of the Creator ; to ſhew, chat no more 
of them are admitted by him, than are ne- 
ceſſary towards promoting univerſal good ; 
intire reſignation to his all- wiſe, but in- 
comprehenſible diſpenlations. To aſcertain 
che nature of virtue, and io enforce che ptac- 
tice of it: to prove the certainty of a fu- 
ture ſtate, and the juſtice of the rewards 
and puniſniments that will attend it: to r- 
commend ſubmiſſion to national govern- 
ments, and conformity to national religions, 
notwithſtanding the Evils and Deſects, 
which muſt unavsidably adhere to them: 
and laſtly, to fhew the excellence and ere- 
dibility of che Chriſtian revelation, to re- 
concile ſome of its moſt abſtruſe doctrines 
with reaſon, and to anſwer all thoſe ohjecti- 
ons to its authority, which have been drawn 
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from its imperfections, and abuſes. Theſe, 
and theſe only were the intentions of the 
Author, and if after all, a work fo deſigned, 
However unably executed, ſhould by the u- 
nited force of ignorance, and malevolence, 
of faction, bigotry, And enthuſiaſm, be re- 
preſented as introductive of fataliſm, immo- 
rality, ſlavery, corruption, and infidelity, 
he ſhall be little concerned, and ſhall only 
Took upon it as an additional inſtance of 
that Imperfection of mankind, which he has 
here treated of: from them he deſires on- 
ly an exemption from calumny: honour 
and applauſe he has not the vanity to hope 
for; theſe, he knows, they beſtow not on 
their benefactors, -or' inſtructors, but re- 
ſerve for thoſe er peo args —_—, 

| * — dm. 
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Ay. IN.G Ry the + 
ny accidental conferences with — f 
metaphyſical, moral, political, and re- 
2 ſubjects ; on which you exe ſeem· 
ed to conyerſe. with more ſagacity, as * 
as more candor, than is uſual,on the like 
occaſions I imagin'd, it might not be un: 
entertaining either to you, or myſelf, to put 
together my ſentiments an-theſe important 
topics, and communicate them to you from; 
time to time as the abſenſe of buſineſs,) or 
of more agreeable amuſements may afford 
D | me 


only ſolid foumdatron, on Which any ration · 
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me opportunity. This I propoſe to da un- 


der the general Title of an Inquiry into the 
Nature and Origin of Evil; an Inquiry, 
whiek will Pomp ebend them all, and 
which, I think, has never been attended 


to with that diligence i it deſerves, 1 nor with 
that fucceſs, which might have been hoped 


for from that little that has been beſtow'd 


upon it. The right underſtanding of this 
abuſe Ipecufatzon, 1 lock upon to be thi 


a gem ef Ethicks can be buily ; ben 
fett icmpollble, Wat men thould ever ar- 


nd at any jut ideas of theft Creator, or bi 


Attributes, 'atly proper notivns of their te: re- 
labfort to'him; or their ity? "to each other, 
Fith6dr Art feitling in their minds fom 4 


abr Foldtioh of this ithportint Get 
tien ener t Eu? WEAR we find? 


Gorſel ves Räble to innumet able Hlſefits in 
brofte yer sini 210895198 229% this 
em 4 
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this- life - apprehenſive! of ſtill greater in 
andther, and can give no probable; account 
of this dur wretched ſituation, what ſenti- 
ments muſt we entertain of the juſtice and 
benevolence of our Creator, who placed us 
in it, without our ſollicitations, or conſent? 
The Works of the Creation ſufficiently de- 
mooſtrate his exiſtence, their beauty, per. 
fection and magnificence, his infinite power 
and wiſdom; but it is the Happineſs only. 


wich we enjoy, or hope al "7 can 
convince us or his cone ts; el 
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III thete's'a Power above us, 
(And that there is all Nature cries aloud 
Theo“ ee he” muſt OW" in 
Virtue, 
Ard that, which he e gh in, muſt be 


1 


But ſhou'd this divine reaſoning of the phi - 
loſopher be at laſt - inconcluſive ; cou'd we 
once entertain ſuch blaſphemous notions of 
the Supreme Being, as that He might not 
delight in Virtue, neither adhere to eg: — 
ſelf, nor reward it in others; that 


oould make any part of his creation miſer- 
able, or ſuffer them to make themſelves ſo 
without a juſt cauſe, and. a benerolent end 3 
all moral conſiderations muſt be vain, and 
uſeleſs; we we can have no rule by which. to 
dire our actions, nor, if we had, any kind 
of obligation to purſue it : nor in this caſe 

FR: " 
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can any Rexglation in the leaſt aſſiſt us, the 
belief of all Revelation being in its own na- 
ture - ſubſequent, not only to the belief of 
God's exiſtence, ' but of his juſtice and've- 
racity; for if God can injure us, he may 
alſo deceive us; and then there is an end 
of all diſtinctions between good and evil, 

truth and falſghood, and of all confidence 


in 8 or * 


1 e the leaſh 
poſſibility of a doubt concerning the Juſtice 
or Goodneſs of our Creator, but only to ſhew 
the importance of this Inquiry and the uti - 
lity of it towards ſettling our notions of his 
Attributes, and the regulation of our own 
behaviour in conformity to them. I intend. 
not by it to prove the benevolence of God 
but to reconcile the miſeries we ſee and ſuf⸗ 5 
fer, with that uncontrovertable benevo- 

5 D 3 lente: 


38 The NATURE and 


lence: I deſign pot to ſhew tht God aps 
proves. Virtue, but that the adtmiſſion of 
moral Evil is not inconſiſtent with that un- 
doubted approbation nor wou'd I be un- 
derftood to aſſert, that our obl igation to 
be virtuous depends on this abſtruſe Spe⸗ 
culation, but only chat our "right under. 
ſtanding | it will remove all doubts concer- 
ning the nature of Virtue, and our ob- 
ligation to purſue it, and fix them anche the 

oſt Kin, and. immoveable Baſis. . 


To gut bur therefore how en | 
kind can be the production of infinite 
Goodtieſs, joined with infinite Power, 


ſnould be the firſt ſtep in all our religious 
inquiries ; the examination into which won- 


defful paradox will lead us into many uſe- 
ful and ſublime truths ; and its perfect 
comprehenſion, Was that poſſible for our 
. 13 | narrow 
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 Harfow-eapagities, would; I doubt not inake 
as ſurpriſing diſcoveries in dhe "Morel 
World; as mathematical and phyficat know. 
ledge have in the Natüral 55 1009297 


10 der up wis difficulty,” forne an 
Philoſophers have had recourſe to the — | 
poſition of two firſt 'Cailſes; one Good, and 

the other Evil, —— cor | 
„This ſyſtem was af- 


. 
f * 


tion of epp fr Cauſes is even, in itſelf a 
contradiftion, : and as the whole ſcherpe has 
been demonſtrated by the beſt metaphyſical 
Writers to he as falſe as it is impiaud All 
further arguments to diſprove it would be 
needleſs. v 2am sli to well T 
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+1: Others have, endeavoured tg, account for 
chis by the introduction of a Golden Age, 
or Faradiſaical State, in ink all ves in 
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Mg with a native bent did Good pur 
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N enen dae the haue 

o en ; 

. ee eee 

n © "YI for Conſcience was * 
Guard. | 


Ver erat æternum, dusche; pid auris 
Mulcebant Zephyri natos fine ſemine flores, 
Max etiam fruges tellus inarata ferebat, © 
Nec renovatus ager gravidis canebat REAP 

Flumins: jam lacdlis, ”w flamina nelaris i- 
_ bant, 102.25 
Besant de viridi fillbant ilice nella. 


a e den is els and meadow 
. . reign'd, 2 

And Weſtern Winds immoral ng 

maintain d. £1 | 4 

In following years the bearded corn enſu'd 

From Earth unaſk'd, nor was that Earth 
.. renew'd. | 


x From 


42 The NATURE und 


From veins of valleys milk and nectar broke, 
And e pps ** the 1 Oak. 
Ae 2 g Jo 10 102 0&7 
— NON abſurd wr 
as in poetry delightful | For thoꝰ it is pro- 
bable, from the moſt ancient hiſtories, as 
well as from analogy drawn from the reſt of 
Nature's productions, that the W6fld might 
be more happy and more innocent in its In- 
fancy, than in more advanced Ages; yet that 
it could ever be totally free from Vice and 
Miſery, may caſily, I think, be proved 
impoſſible, both from the nature of this 
terreſtrial Globe, and the nature of its In- 
habitants. So that theſe inchanting Scenes 
can in fact never have exiſted: but, if they 
had, the ſhort duration of this perfection 
is equally inconſiſtent with infinite Power, 
Joined to infinite * W | 
as 


i 
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bles then of this kind can never in the 
leaſt account for the Origin of Evil: they 
are all but mean expedients, which will ne- 
ver be able to take away the difficulty, and 
can at moſt but obſcure it, by [ſhifting it 
a little backward into a leſs clear light 
like that Indian philoſophy, accounting for 
the ſupport of the World, which informs 
us, that it is ſuſtained by a vaſt Elephant, 
an — __ a” Pw * err 


VII. 8 


e Moralifls of later Ages 
ſeem perfectly ſatisfied that they have loo: 


| ſed” this Gordian knot, by imputing the 
ſource of all Evil to the abuſe of Free-will 
deſigned any ſuch thing ſhou'd exiſt as E- 
vil, moral or natural; but that giving to 
| ſome 
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 ſariie . Beings, for good and wiſe purpoſes, 
2 power of Free: agency, they perverted 
this power to bad ends, contrary to his in- 
tentions and commands; and thus their ac- 
 eidental wickedneſs produced conſequential 
Miſory. But to fuppoſe in this manner, 
chat God intended all things to be good 
and happy, and at themſame time gave be- 
ing to creatures able and willing to obſtruẽt 
his benevolent deſigns, is a notion. fo in - 
conſiſtent with his wiſdom, goodneſs, omni- 
ſcience, and omnipotence, that it ſeems e- 
qually unphiloſophical, and more evidently 
abſurd, than the other. They haye been 
led into this error by ridiculouſly judging 
af the diſpenſation of a Creator, to his Crea- 
tunes, by the ſame, rules which they apply 
io the dealings of Men towards each other; 
berween which there is not che leaſt propor- 
uon or minus. 4 Man who endea- 
0 { vours, 
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others virtuous and happy, however unſuc- 
ceſsful, is ſufficiently juſtiſied; but in a Be- 
ing omnipotent and omniſcient, the Cauſe 
of all cauſes, the Origin of all thought, will, 
and action; who ſees all things paſt, pre- 
ſent, and to come, in one inſtantaneous 
view, the caſe is widely different z his active 
and permiſſive will muſt be exactly the ſame; 
and, in regard to him, all conſequential and 
future Evils, (thro? n moment of a; | 
e 3 » gt IH 29g 
ol ys 0 e. on 

e ln none 6. = W 
ſolutions can, I am certain, give ſuch ſatis- 
faction to your comprehenſive underſtand- 
ings _ nh Or to find out one more 
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That there is a Supreme Being infinite- 
y powerful, wiſe, and benevolent; the great 
Creator and Preſerver of all things, is a 
truth ſo clearly demonſtrated, that it ſhall 
be here taken for granted. That there is 
alſo in the univerſal ſyſtem of Things, the 

works of his almighty hand, much miſery 
and wickedneſs, that is, much natural and 
ry © hour's fatal experience cannot fail to 
tonvince us. How theſe two undoubted, 
yet ſeeming contradictory truths can be re- 
conciled, that is, how Evils of any ſort 
could have place in the works of an omni- 
8 potent and good Being, is very difficult'to 
account for. If we aſſert that he could not 
prevent them, we deſtroy his power 3 if 
that he would not, we arraign his goodneſs; 
and therefore his power and * can- 


not both be infinite. | 
(5% But 


may ſeem, there is ſomewhere or other an 
error in it; and this error I take to ariſe 
from our wrong aotions' of omnipotence. 


Omnipotence cannot work contradictions, 
it can only effect all poſſible things. Bur 


ſo little are we acquainted with the whole 


ſyſtem of Nature, that we know not what 
are poſſible, and what are not: but if e may 
judge from that conſtant mixture of pain 
with pleaſure, and of inconyenience- with 
adyantage, which ve muſt obſerve in eve- 
ry, thing ground us, we have reaſon to con- 
dude, that to endue created Beingy: with 
perfection, that i is, to produce God exclu- 
five of Evil, is one of thoſe impoſſibilities 
1 eee cannot abcom- 
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To true ſolution then of this als 1 
heafible patadox muſt de this, that all Evils 
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owe their exiſtence ſolely to the neceſſity 
of their own natures, by which 1 mean 
they could not poſſibly have been prevent- 
ed, without the loſs of ſome ſuperior Good, 
or the permiſſion of ſome greater Evil than 
themſelves; or that many Evils will una- 
voidably infinuate themſelves by the natu- 
ral relations and circumſtances of things in 
to the moſt perfect ſyſtem of Created Beings, 
even in oppoſition to the will of an Alnngh- . 
ty: Creator, by reaſon they cannot be ex- 
cluded without working conch ; 
which-nor being proper objects of power, 
ir is no diminucion of omnipotence to af. 
1 cannot effect them, Ae - | 
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N ic wil be proper nil? a 1 
vious apology fot an expreſſion, which will 


frequently occur in the following: pages, 
which i is, that God cannot do ſuch and ſuch 


things : 
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things : by which, is always to be under . 
ſtood not any retrenchment of the divine 
omnipotence, but only that ſuch things 


are in their on natures ae wil 
neee. vd ac en 8309; 


That * Almighty: ſhould be thus FR 
| mind, and circumſcribed by the nature of 
things, of which he himſelf is the Author, 
may to ſome ſeem not "ey; intelligible : bur 


— 4 #2 


| een pollible method of ordering, 
diſpoſing, and framing-the -univerſal- ſyſ- 
tem of things, ſuch numberleſs. inconye- 
infinite Power and Wiſdom. could do, Was 
to make choice of that, method,. which was 
attended with the leaſt and feweſt ;; and this 
not proceeding from any defect of power in 
the A but from that imperfection 
Karren x Aden 62% a 
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r aer of all exea- 
nen 1 00 - © 
a. 3 
cients meant by Fate; to which they fahcied 
| that ow and all the Gods, were obli- 
to fubmit,” and "hich was to be con- 
etdulell by nd power Whatever. The Sele 
ſeem t6 have had fothe dark and uninteln- 
gible notions of this kind, which they her- 
ther underſtood chethlttwes, nor khew how 
$6 explain to ethers; that the untractable- 
neſs of Matter was the cauſe of Evil; that 
God would have made all things perfect, 
but that there was in Matter an evil bias 
repugnant to his benevolence, which drew 
another Way, whence arvſc all manner of 
Evils. Of the like kind io a Maxim of the 
Jae Philoſophers; That Pain is no Evil; 
Which, F aſſertecl with regard to the indi- 


idle who ſuffer it, isdownright nonſenſe; 
. but 


* 
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but if conſidered as it affects the univerſol 


Syſtem, is an undouhted truth, and means 
only that there is no more; pain in it than 
what is neceſſary to the production of hap- 
pineſs. How many ſoever of theſe Evilsthen 
force themſelves into the Creation, ſo long 
u the Good preponderates, it is. a work well 
worthy of infinite Wiſdom and Benevo- 
Aden and, notwithſtandin 8 the imperfec- 
tions of its parts, the whole 1 is moft un 
eee tit 
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| Hence then we may plainly, ſe that much 
Evil may exif 194 0 with 


* we e purſue this Kas- the 3 2 we 
ſhall at every ſtep diſcern new lights break 


out, which will diſcover clearly number- 
leſs. examples, where che infinite, power | 
* 6 God is fairly reconcileahle 
1 with 


* 
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e is, rom the impoſmbility of preventing 
cet and if, in che very ſmall part of the 
cker 499 within rue — * 


Ir 5 apper in W vi- 
560 conſi ſtent, we ought witlt the utmoſt 
aſſurance to conclude, what is undoubtedly 
bre, that they are really ſo in al, tho we 

are not able to comprehend them. This is 


the kind of Faith moſt worthy of the human 
underſtanding, : and moſt meritorious in the 


"iy ght of God, as it is the offspring of Rea- 
4 "4s well as the Parent of all Virtue and 


Refighation to the jut, but unſerurable, 
* Providence, 15⁰ 5 


* bs + . 


"Is 322 in order more clea 
; * 4bſtruſe ſpeculation, it wi y to 
dias Erits into their eee 
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beſtow on each a ſeparate conſideration, 
This I ſhall do under the following heads: 
Evils of Imperfection, Natural Evils, Mo- 
ral Evils, Political Evils, and Religious 
Evils ; which, I think, will comprehend 
moſt of thoſe to which human Nature is 


unhappily liable. And now, Sir, leſt 


ſhould add one more Evil to this melan- 
choly Catalogue, which is that of a long 
and tedious Epiſtle, I ſhall reſerve the exa - 
mination. into each of theſe particulars for 
the ſubject of a future Letter; and con- 
clude this by aſſuring you, that I am, 


SIR, &c, 
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L E . T E KR u. 
on Evits of Irperſection 


"STR, 


N purſuance of the plan TP 
my laſt, I ſhall now proceed to exa- 
—— of each particular 
kind of Evil, and in the firſt place of thoſe 
therein denominated Evils of Imperfection; 
which are in truth no Evils at all, but ra- 
cher the abſence of ſome comparative Good; 
and therefore I ſhall not have occaſion to 
detain you long on this n 


No ſyſtem can poſſibly be formed, evqn 
in imagination, without a ſubordination of 


oy” 
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ferent 8 ſubſervient to each other z 
every picture muſt be compoſed of various 
colours, and of light and ſhade ; all har- 
mony muſt be formed of trebles, tegors, 
and baſſes ; every beautiful and uſeful edi- 
fice mult conſiſt of higher and lower, more 
and leſs magnificent apartments. This is 

in the very eſſence of all created things, and 
therefore cannot be prevented by any means 
Wharever, unſeſs by not creating them zt 
: for which reaſon, in tbe formittioti'of 
the Univerſe, God v was "obliged; in order 
to carry on that juſt ſubordtinatioh'fo neceſ- 
ary wo the very exiſtence of the whole; to 
create Beings of ditterent Yanks; and to 
150 on vations ſpecies of animals, and 
allo on the individuals of the ſame ſpecits, 


various degrees, of, underſtandin 05 rength, 
beauty, and Perſection ; 0 then compa 
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wunt of which advantages we give the names 
of folly, weakneſs, deformity, and imperfec- 
tion, and very unjuſtly repute them Exils: 
whereas in truth they are bleſſings as far as 
they extend, tho of an inferior degree, 
They are no more actual Evils, than a 
ſmall eſtate is a real misfortune, . | 
many may be poſſeſſed of greater, 


R IS et s purely a free gif 
from our Creator; but that we enjoy no 
more, can never ſure be deemed an injury, 
or a juſt reaſon to queſtion his infinite he. 
nevolence. All our happineſs is owing to 
his' goodneſs, but that it is no greater, is 
owing only to ourſelves, that is, to our 
not having any inherent right to any hap- 
Pineſs, or even to any exiſtence at all. This 
is no more to be imputed to God, than 


the. wants of a beggar to the perſon who 
has 
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u telieved him : chat he had ſomething, 
KY > was owing to his benefactor; but that he, 
'- __ 3 more one * * Nav. 

| INE 
Pg 55 lock upon the e 
all the good they ſee others enjoy, or think 
poſfible' for infinite power to beſtow, as 
poſitive Evil, underſtand nat that the Uni- 
verſe is a ſyſtem whoſe very eſſence conſiſts 
in ſubordination; a ſcale of Beings deſcen- 
\ .- ing dy infenfible degrees froim\infinite 
", Hs perfection to abſolute nothing; in which, 
td we may juſtly expect to find! perfer- 

j tion in the whole, could we poſubly com- 
FpFerbendit; ver would it be the Hügbelt 
— — — to hops for ĩt in all iti part: be- 
auty -a hd haßpinaſz ob ebe ole 
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perfetions' of the os . * 
ng 7 » I 
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ne 100 no more an „ 
of God? s wiſdom to have created no Beings. 
but of the higheſt and moſt perfect ode, 5 
than it would be of a painter s art. t ο h ꝓ¶ 
ver his whole piece with one ſingie colour - 
the moſt beautiful he could compoſe. 
Had he confined himſelf to ſuch, nothing 
could have exiſted but demĩ- gods, or arch- 
angels, and then all inferiot orders muſt 
have been void and uninhabited: but as it 
is ſurely more agreable to infinite benevo- 
lence, that all theſe ſhould be filled up 
with Beings capable of enjoying happineſs 
themſelves, and contributing to that of 
. others, they muſt neceſſarily be filled with 
inferior Beings, that is, with ſuch. as are 
leſs perfect, but from whoſe n not. 


with- 
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ty upon the whole accrues to the Univerſte, 
than if no ſuch had been created. It is 
moreover highly probable, that there is 
ſuch a connection between all ranks and 
orders by ſubordinate degrees, that they 
mutually ſupport each other's exiſtence, 


and every one in its place is abſolutely ne- | 


ceſſary towards ſuſtaining * e * 
and magni ce . 


5 
. 
N 


WL We. 13 


i ſee 2 * A is is unterhy im 
een even for infinite power, to ex- 
clude. from Creation this neceſlary inſerio- 
Tity vf ſome Beings in compariſon with o- 
thers. All that it an do is tu make each 
as happy as their reſpective ſituations will 
permit: and this it has done in ſo extraor- 
dinary a manner, as to leave the henevo- 


lende of our great Creator not to de doubted 
of 3 
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of z1 for tho he cannot make all ſuperiar, 
yet in the diſpenſations of his bleſſings his 
wiſdom and goodneſs both are well worthy 
the higheſt admiration; for, amongſt 
all the wide diſtinctions. which, he was 
obliged to make in the dignity and per- 
fetions of his Creatures, he has made much 
leſs in their happineſs than is uſually ima - 


ward appearances. He has given many 
advantages to Brutes, which Man cannot 
attaln to with all his ſuperiority, and many = 
probably to Man which are denied to Au- 
gels; amongſt which his ignorance is per- 
haps none of the leaſt. With regard to 
him, tho! it was neceſſary to the great pur- 
poſes of human life to beſtow riches, un- 
derſtanding, and health, on individuals in 


very partial proportions; yet has the Al- 
mighty ſo. contrived the nature of things, 
that 


gined, or indeed can be believed from out- 
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chat happineſs is diſtributed with a more 
equal hand. His goodneſs, we may ob- 
ſerve, is always ſtriving with theſe. our ne- 
ceſſary imperfections, ſetting bounds to the 
inconveniences it cannot totally prevent, 
dy balancing the wants, and repaying the 
ſufferings of all by ſome kind of equivalent 
naturally reſulting from their particular ſi- 
tuations and circumſtances. Thus, for ex- 
ample, poverty, or the. want of riches, is 
generally compenſated by W more 
hopes, and fewer fears, by a greater ſhare 
of health, and a more exquiſite reliſn of 
Hit ſmalleſt enjoy ments, than thoſe: who 
poſſeſs them are uſually bleſſed wick. The 
want of taſte and genius, with all the plea- 
ſures that ariſe from them, are commonly 
recompenced by a tnore uſeful kind'of com- 
mon ſenſe, together with a wonderful de- 

light, as well as ſucceſs, in the buſy pur- 

8 l Al 
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ſuits of a ſcrambling World. The ſuffe- 
rings of the Sick are greatly relieved by 
many trifling gratifications imperceptible 
to others, and ſometimes almoſt repaid by 
the inconceivable tranſports occaſioned by 
the return of health and vigour. Folly 
cannot be very grievous, becauſe imper- 
ceptible z and I doubt not but there is 
ſome truth in that rant of a mad Poet, that 
there is a pleaſure in being mad, which 
none but Madmen know. Ignorance, or 
the want of knowledge and literature, the 
appointed lot of all born to goverty, and 
the drudgeries of life, is the only opiate 
capable of infuſing that inſenſibility which 
can enable them to endure the miſeries of 
the one, and the fatigues of the other. It 
is a cordial adminiſtered by the gracious 
hand of Providence; of which they ought 
never to be deprived by an ill-judged an 


A148 F Im- 


* 


x <a , 4 
„ — <- ” 
; — — 4 * 


66 The NATURE and 


improper Education. It is the baſis of all 
ſubordination, the ſupport of ſocicty, and 
the priviledge of individuals: and I have 
ever thought it a moſt remarkable inſtance. 
of the Divine Wiſdom, that whereas in 
all animals, whoſe individuals riſe little 
above the reſt of their ſpecies, knowledge 
is inſtinctive; in Man, whoſe individuals 
are ſo widely different, it is acquired by 
— by which means the Prince 
and the Labourer, the Philoſopher and the 
Peaſant, are in ſome meaſure fitted for 
their reſpective ſituations. The ſame pa- 
rental care extends to every part.of the ani- 
mal ereation. Brutes are exempted from 
numberleſs anxieties, by that happy want 
of refleRtion on paſt, and apprehenſion of 
their inferiority. Thoſe amongſt them who 
devour os are taught by Nature to 


diſpatch 
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diſpatch them as eaſily as poſſible; and 
Man, the moſt mercileſs devourer of all, 
is induced, by his own advantage, to feaſt 
thoſe deſigned for his ſuſtenance, the more 
luxuriouſly to . feaſt upon them himſelf. 
Thus miſery, by all poſſible methods, is 
diminiſhed or repaid ; and happineſs, like 

fluids, is ever tending towards an Equili- 
brium. 5 11 


But was it ever ſo, unequally divided, our 
pretence for complaint could be of this on- 
ly, that we are not ſo high in the ſcale of 
exiſtence as our ignorant ambition may de- | 
ire: a pretence which muſt eternally ſub- 


ſiſt ; becauſe, were we ever ſo much higher, 
there would be ſtill room for infinite power 
to exalt us; and ſince no link i in the chain 


can be broke, the ſame reaſon for difquiet 
| F 2. _ 
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muſt remain to thoſe who ſucceed to that 
chaſm, which muſt be occaſioned by our 
preferment. A Man can have no reaſon 
to repine, that he is not an Angel ; nor a 
Horſe, that he is not a Man; much leſs, 
that in their ſeveral ſtations they poſſeſs not 
the faculties of another ; for this would be 

an inſufferable misfortune. And doubtleſs 
it would be as inconvenient for a Man to 
be endued with the knowledge of an Angel, 
as for a Horſe to have the reaſon of a Man; 
but, as they are now formed by the conſu m- 
mate wiſdom of their Creator, each enjoys 
pleaſures peculiar to his ſituation: and tho' 
the happineſs of one may perhaps conſiſt 
in divine Contemplation, of another in the 
acquiſition of wealth and power, and that 
of a third in wandering amongſt limpid 
ſtreams, and luxuriant paſtures ; yet the 
meaneſt of theſe enjoyments give no inter- 
ruption 
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ruption to the moſt ſublime, but altogether 
undoubtedly increaſe the aggregate ſum of 
felicity beſtowed upon the univerſe. Great- 
ly indeed muſt that be leſſened, were there 
no Beings but of the higheſt orders. Did 
there not, for inſtance, exiſt on this ter- 
reſtrial Globe any ſenſitive creatures inferi- 
or to Man, how great a quantity of happi- 
neſs muft have been loſt; which is now en- 
joy'd by millions, who at preſent inhabit 
every part of its ſurface, in fields and Gar- 
dens, in extended deſarts, impenetrable 
woods, and immenſe oceans; by monar- 
chies of Bees, republics of Ants, and in- 
numerable families of inſects dwelling on 
every leaf and flower, who are all poſſeſſed 
of as great a ſhare of pleaſure, and a greater 
of innocence, than their arrogant Sovereign, 
and at the ſame time not a little contri- 
bute to his convenience and happineſs ! 


F 3 Has 
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Has God, thou Fool | work'd ſolely for thy good 
Thy Joy, thy Paſtime, thy attire, thy food ! 
Who for thy Table feeds the wanton Fawn, 
For him as kindly ſpreads the flow'ry lawn. 

Is it for thee the Lark aſcends and ſings? 


Joy tunes his Voice, joy elevates his Wings. 
Is it for thee the Linnet pours his Throat? 


Loves of his own, and raptures, ſwell the note. 
The bounding Steed you pompouſly beſtride, 
Shates with his Lord the pleaſure and the pride. 
Is thine alone the ſeed that ſtrews the pings 
The birds of Heav'n ſhall vindicate their grain, 
Thine the full harveſt of the Golden Year 7 
Fart pays, and juſtly, the deſerving Steer. \ 
Pope. 
Thus the Univerſe. reſembles a large: and 
well-regulated F amily, i in which all the 
officers and ſervants, and even the domeſ- 
tic animals, are ſubſervient to each other 
in a proper ſubordination : each enjoys the 
privileges and perquiſites peculiar to his 
place, and at the fame time contributes'by 
that 
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that juſt ſubordination; to — 
1 the Whole. 


34 1397 


0 a cients; chi eb Nein : 
of Imperſection, proceeding. from: the ne- 
eeſſry inferiority ef ſome Beings in com- 
patiſon of others, ean in no ſenſ be called 
any Evils at all : but if they could, it is as 
evident from thence, that there ate many 
which even infinite power cannot prevent; 
it being ſufficiently demonſtrable, that to 
produce a ſyſtem of created Beings, all ſu- 
preme in happineſs and dignity, a govern- 
ment compoſed of all Kings, an army of all 
Generals, or a univerſe of all Gods, muſt 
be impracticable for Omnipotence itſelf. 


We have here then made a large ſtride 
N our intended Goal, having at once 
acquitted the Divine Goodneſs, and freed 

| F 4 Man- 
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Mankind from a numerous train of imagi · 
nary Evils, by moſt clearly ſhewing them 
to be no Evils at all; and yet under this 
head are really comprehended all the Evils 
we. perpetually complain of, except actual 
pain the nature of which, and how it came 
to have a place in the works of an omnipo- 
tent and good Being, ſhall be conſidered in 
the next Letter from, 
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on ne Evi. 


SIR, 


, Shall now lay before you my free ſenti- 


timents concerning the Origin of N a- 
tural Evils, by which I underſtand the 
ſufferings of ſenſitive Beings only ; for tem- 


peſts, inundations and earthquakes, with all 


the diſorders of the material World, are no 
Farther Evils than they affect the ſenſitive : 
fo that under this head can be only com- 
prehended pains of body, and inquietudes 
of mind. That theſe are real Evlls, I rea- 
dily acknowledge; and if any one is phi- 
loſopher enough to doubt of it, I ſhall on- 
ly beg leave to refer him to a ſevere fit of 

| ſick - 
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sckneſs, or a tedious lawſuit, for farther 
fatisfaftion. 


The production of Happineſs ſeems to 
be the only motive that could induce infinite 
Goodneſs to exert infinite power to create 
all things : for, to ſay truth, Happineſs is 
the only thing of real value in exiſtence z 
neither riches, nor power, nor wiſdom, nor 
learning, nor ſtrength, nor beauty, nor Yr 
tue, nor religion, nor even life itſelf, be- 
ing of any importance but as they contri- 
bute to its production. All theſe are in\ 

themſelves. neither Good nor Evil; Hap- 
pineſs alone is their great end, and they 
deſirable only as they tend to promote it- 
| Moſt aſtoniſhing therefore it muſt appear to 
every one who looks round him, to obſerve 
all creatures bleſs'd with life and ſenſation, 
that is, eee made capable of Hap- 
| pineſs, 
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pineſs, at the ſame by their own natures 
condemned to innumerable and unavoida- 
ble miſeries. Whence can it proceed, that 
Providence ſhould thus ſeem to counteract 


his own benevolent intentions? To whar 
ſtrange and inviſible cauſe are all theſe nu- 


merous and invincible Evils indebted for 
their Exiſtence ? If God is a good and be- 
nevolent Being, what end could he propoſe 
from creation, but the propagation of Hap 
pineſs? and if Happineſs is the end of all 
exiſtence, why are not all creatures that 
do exiſt happy ? 8 


| The true ſolution of this important 
queſtion, ſo long and ſo vainly ſearched for 
by the philoſophers of all ages and all 
countries, I take to be at laſt no more than 
this, That theſe real Evils proceed from 
the ſame ſource as thoſe i imaginary ones of 
c Im- 
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Imperſection befare treated of, namely, 
from that ſubordinatign, without which no 
created ſyſtem can ſubſiſt ; all ſubordinwi- 
on.implying imperfection, all mperfection 
Evil, and all Evil ſome kind of i inconyeni- | 
ence or ſuffering 3. ſo that there muſt be 
particular inconveniences and ſufferings, an- 
nexed to FAY particular rank of created 
Beings by the circumſtances of things, and 
and their modes of exiſtence, Moſt of thoſe 


to which we ourſelues are liable may be e- 


fily ſbewn to be of this Kind, the effects 
only of human nature, and the ſtation, May 
occupies in the univerſe : and therefore 


their Origin is plainly deducible from ne- 
ceſlity ; that is, they could not have. been 


prevented without the loſs of greater good, 
or the admiſſion of greater Evils than them- 
| ſelves 3, or by not creating any ſuch crea- 
tures as Men at all And tho' this upon 
a ge- 
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a general view of things, does nat ſo foreie, 
bly ſtrike us; Jet, on a more minute in- 
@c@ign into every grievanco attendant on 
human nature, it will moſt evidently ap- 
pear, Moſt of theſe, R think. may I 
poverty, Eber, inquietudes of mind., 
pains of body, and death à from a 
which we. may venture to affirm Man could 

ever have been excmpted, ſo long as he 
| rontinued to be Man. God indeed might 
have made us quite other creatures, and 
placed us in a world quite otherwiſe conſti- 
tuted ; but then we had; been. no longer 
Men z and whatever Beings. had occupied 
our ſtations | in the univerſal Syſtem, 2 
muſt have been liable to the fame i incon- 
| veniences, | 


Poverty, for example is * Al gent 
not poſſibly have been exempted from, not 


only 
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only by reaſon of the fluctuating nature of | 
human poſſeſſions, but becauſe the world 


could not ſubſiſt without it; for had all 
deen rich, none could have ſubmitted to 
the commands of another, or the drudge- 
ries' of life ; thence all governments muſt 
have been diſſolved, arts neglected, and 
| lands uncultivated, and ſo an univerſal pe- 
nury have over-whelmed all, inſtead of 

now and then pinching a few. Hence by 
che bye, appears the great excellence CT 


Charity, by which Men are enabled þ 
particular diftribution of the bleſſings” 


enjoyments of life, on proper occaſions, 
to prevent ti that poverty which by a a general 
one Omripotence itſelf could never have 
prevented : ſo that, by inforcing this duty, 
God as it were demands our aſſiſtance to 
promote univegſal happineſs; and to ſhut 
Jon efrit out 
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out Miſery at every door, where it frites 
to intrude _-” n 

Labour _ God kai call have 
excuſed us from, ſince at his command the 
Earth would readily have poured forth all 
her treaſures without our inconfiderable 
alſiſtance: but if the ſevereſt Labour can- 
not ſufficiently ſubdue the malignity of hu- 
man nature, what plots and machinations, 
what wars, rapine, and devaſtation, what 
profligacy, and lioenciouſneſz, muſt have 
been the cotiſequences of univerſal idlenefs ! 
So that Labour ought only to be looked up- 
on as a taſk kindly impoſed upon us by our 
indulgent Creator, neceſſary to preſerve our 
health, our bite, and our i innocence. Ra 


„Lage of mind uno be preveu- 
* without firſt eradicating all our inclina- 
G tions 
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tions and paſſions, the winds and tides that 
preſerve the great Ocean of human life 
from perpetual ſtagnation. So long .as 
Men have purſuits, they muſt meet with 
diſappointments z and whilſt they have diſ- 
appointments they muſt be diſquieted; 
whilſt they are injured, they muſt be enfla- 
med with anger; and whilſt they ſee cruel- 
ties, they muſt be melted with pity z whilſt 
they perceive danger, they muſt be ſen(i- 
ble of fear ; and whillt they behold. beauty, 
they muſt be inſlaved by Love: nor can 
they be exempted from the various anxie- 
ties attendant on theſe various ang. turbu- 
lent paſſions, Vet without them we ſhould 
be undoubtedly leſs happy and leſs. ſafe 
for without anger we ſhould not defend 
ourſelves, and without pity we ſhould not 


aſſiſt others; without fear we:ſhould not 
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preſerve our lives; and withour love they 
would not be worth $699 ho | SY 


Pains of dody are perkaps bot the ayer 
fary conſequences of the union of material 


and ſpiritual effences ; for matter being by 
nature diviſible, when endued with ſenſibi- 


lity, muſt. probably be affected bywpains 
and pleaſures by its different modificatibns: 
wherefore, to have been freed from our 


ſufferings, we muſt have been deprived 
of all our ſenſual enjoyments ; a compoſi- 
tion by which few ſurely would be gainers. 


Beſides, the pains of our bodies are neceſ- 
fary to make us continually mindful of their 
| preſeryation ; for what numberleſs lives 
would be loſt in every fling purfuir, or 


of a ſword no more painful than the tick 
ling 6 of feather, . 790 : 


* W 4 
8 8 4 8 6 D 1. 
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Death, the laſt and moſt dreadful of all 
Evils, is ſo far from being one, that it is 
the infallible cure for all others. 


To de WAS on ſome ſtent ſhore, | > 

Where billows never beat, nor tempeſts roar. 

Fre well we feel the friendly a tis o'er. 
Barn. 


F or, Abllrscted 3 che Gcknefs Pt ſaffe- 
rings uſually attending it, it is no more 
than the expiration of that term of life, 
God was. pleaſed to beſtow. on us, without 
any claim or merit on our part. But was 
it an Evil ever fo great, it cauld not be re- 
medied but by ons much greater, which is 
by living for ever ; hy which means our 
Vickedneſß, unreſtrained by the proſpect of 
a future ſtate, would grow ſo inſupporta- 
ble, our ſufferings ſo intalerable by perſe- 
verance, and our pleaſures ſo tireſome by 


xepetition, that no Being in the Univerſe | 
; could 
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could be ſo compleatly miſerable as a ſpe · 
cies of immortal Men. We have no rea- 
ſon therefore to look upon death as an E- 
vil, or to fear it a9 a puniſhment; even 
without any ſuppoſition of a future life : 
but if we conſider it as a. paſſage to a 
more perfect ſtate, or a remove only in 
an eternal ſucceſſion of ſtill imptpving | 
ſtates (for which we have the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſons) it will then appear a new favour from 
the divine munificence; and a man mult be 

as abſurd to repine at dying, as a traveller 
would be, who propoſed. to himſelf a de- 
lightful tour thro? various unknown coun- 
tries, to lament that he cannot take up his 
reſidence at the firſt dirty Inn which he baits 
at on the road, The inſtability of human 
like, or the haſty changes of its ſueceſſive 
periods, of which we ſo frequently com- 


G 3 greſs 
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greſs of it to this neceſſary concluſion ; and 
and are ſo far from being Evils deſerving 
theſe complaints, that they are the ſource 
of our greateſt pleaſurgs, as they are the 


ſource of all novelty, from which our gre- 


teſt pleaſures are ever derived. The conti- 
nual ſucceſſion of Seaſons in the human life, 
by daily preſenting to us new ſcenes, render 
it agreable, and, like thoſe of the year, af- 
ford us delights by their change, which the 
choiceſt of them could not give us by their 
continuance. In the Spring of Life, the 
gilding of the ſun ſhine, the verdure of the 
flelds, and the variegated pgintings of the 
Sky, are ſo exquiſite in the Eyes of ſnfants 
at their firſt looking abroad into a new 
World, as nothing perhaps afterwards can 
equal. The heat and vigour of the ſucceed - 
ing Summer of Youth ripens for us new 


3 the — maid, the nightly 
L * revel, 
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revel, and che jovial chace: the ſerene Au- 
tumn of compleat Manhood feaſts us with : 
the golden harveſts of our worldly purſuits: 
nor is the hoary Winter of old age deſtitute 
ol its peculiar comforts and enjoyments, of 
which the recollection and relation of thoſe 
paſt are perhaps none of the leaſt ; and at 
laſt Death opens to us a new proſpect, 
from whence we ſhall probably look back 
upon the diverſions and occupations of this 
world with' the ſame contempt we do now 
on our Tops and Hobby-horſes, and with 


the ſame ſurpriſe, that they could ever to 
much entertain or engage _—”” 


1.3 


Thus we dev all theſe enen | 
have been prevented even by infinite Power, 
without the introduction of greater, or the loſs 
of ſuperior good; they are but the neceſſary 
W e human Nature; from which 
90 G 4 it 


it ean no more be diveſted, than matter 
from extenſion, or heat from motion, which 
1 Ar nr 


"Xi be objected, that, * all ** 
been faid, there are innumerable miſeries 
entailed upon all things that have life, and 
particularly on Man; many diſeaſes of che 
body, and afflictions of mind, in which | 
Nature ſeems to play the Tyrant, ingenious 
| in contriving torments for her children; 
that we cannot avoid ſeeing. every 
with! horror numbers of our fellow-creatures 
condemned to tedious and 1 intolerable miſe. 
xies, ſome expiring on'tacks, others roaſ- 
ting in flames, ſome ſtarving; in dungeons, 
others raving in mad houſes; fame broi- 
ung in fevers, others groaning whole months 
nder the — ue of gout and 


ſtone x 


51 
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ſtone: IF it be faid further, that ſome men 
which others are afflicted, proves plainly 
that all might have been exempted from 
all; the charge can by no means be diſpu- 
tod, nor can it be alledged that infinite 
Power could not have prevented moſt of 
theſe dreadful calamities. From hence there - 
fore I am perſwaded, that there is ſome- 
thing in the abſtract nature of pain, condu- 
cCipve to pleaſure; that the ſufferings of in- 
dividuals are abſolutely neceſſary to univerſal 
happineſs ; and that, from connections to 
us inconceivable, it was. impracticable for 
Omnipotence to produce the one, without 
at the ſame time permitting the other. 
Their. conſtant and uniform concomitancy 
thro every part of Nature with which we 
are acquainted, very much corroborates 
this conjecture, in which ſcarce one inſtance, 
H 4 ; * 
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I believe, can be produced of the acquiſi- 
tion- of pleaſure or convenience by any crea- 


_ tures, which is not purchaſed by the previ- 


ous or conſequential ſufferings of themſelves 
or others; pointing out, as it were, that a 


+ certain allay of pain muſt be caſt into the 


univerſal maſs of created Happineſs, and in- 
flited ſomewhere for the benefit of the 
whole. Over what mountains of ſlain is 
every mighty Empire rolled up to the ſorh- 
mit of Proſperity and Luxury, and What 
new ſcenes of deſolation attend its fall ? 

what infinite toil of Men, and other — 
mals, is every flouriſhing City indebted for 
all the conveniences and enjoyments of Life, 
and what vice and miſery do thoſe very en- 


joyments introduce? The pleaſures peculiar = 


to the continuing our ſpecies are ſeverely 
paid for by pains and perils in one Sex, 
and by cares and anxieties in both. Thoſe 

2 | an- 
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annexed to the preſervation of ourſelves are 
both preceded and followed by numberleſs 
ſufferings ; preceeded by the maſſacres and 
tortures of various animals preparatory to a 
feaſt, and followed by as many diſeaſes ly- 
ing i in wait in every diſh to pour forth ven- 
geance on their deſtroyers. Our riches and 
honours are acquired by laborious or peri- 
lous occupations, and our ſports are pur- 
ſued with ſcarce leſs fatigue or danger, and 
uſually attended with diſtreſſes and deſtruc- 
tion of innocent animals. This univerſal 
connection of pain with pleaſure ſeems, I 
think, ſtrongly to intimate, that pain ab- 
ſtractedly conſidered muſt have its uſes; 
and ſince we may be aſſured, that it is ne- 
ver admitted but with the reluctance of the 
ſupreme Author, thoſe uſes muſt be of the 


higheſt importance, tho” we have no facul- 
ties to conceive them. 


The 


All e Cm 00/hone kai 
c. unſuſed notions of the merits of ſufferings 
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The human mind can comptehend but a 
very ſmall part of the great and aſtoniſhing 


whole: for any thing we know, the ſuffe- 


rings (and perhaps the erimes producing 


thoſe ſufferings) of the Inhabitants of this 


terreſtrial Globe may ſome way or other af- 


tte thoſe. of the moſt diſtant planet, and 


the whole animal world may be connected 
by ſome principle as general as that of at- 
traction in the corporeal, and ſo the _ 
ries of particular Beings be ſome way ne- 
ceſſary to the happineſs of the whole. H 
theſe things operate, is indeed to us qui 
inconceivable; but that they do operate in 
in ſome ſuch extenſive Manner is ff, 


tink; from 1e TS 


abſtracted from their tendency” to any vi- 
| ſible 


2 1 


ble good, and have paid the higheſt ho- 
nours to thoſe who have voluntarily endu- 
red them, as to their common beneſactors. 
Many in Chriſtian Counti ies have formerly 
been fainted for long faſting, for whipping 
or tormenting themſelves, for fitting whole 
years in uneaſy poſtures, or expoſing them- 
| ſelves to the inclemency of the weather on 
the tops of 'pillars, Many at this day in 
the Eaſt are almoſt deified for loading 
themſclves with heavy chains, bending un- 
der burthens, or confining. themſelves in 
chairs | ſtuck round with pointed nails. 
No, il theſe notions are not totally devoid 
of all reaſon and common. ſenſe, (and few, 
1 believe, are ſo which become univerſal) 
they can be founded on no other principle 
than this, of the neceſſity of pain to pra- 
duce happineſs, which ſeems another weigh- 
ty inſtance of the probability of this angient 


5 


— —e— — — —ů —d — =_ =_ 


- others which lye within their reach. Man 


- rior Beings, whoſe happineſs and lives are 
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and univerſal opinion, tho? the reaſons for 
i are forgot or unknown, and the practices 


derived from it big "with the moſt abſurd 


and ridiculous bs og T2 

One MY think, Som which r many 
-of our ſevereſt ſufferings may be derived, 
may be diſcovered by analogical reaſoning, 
that is, by aſſimilating thoſe things which 
are not objects of our underſtandings, to 


is one link of that vaſt Chain, deſcending 
by: inſenfible degrees from infinite perfecti- 


on to abſolute nothing. As there are ma- 


ny thouſands below him, ſo muſt chere be 
many more above him. If we look down- 
wards, we ſee innumerable ſpecies of infe- 


dependent on his will; we ſee him cloath- 
4 * their ſpoils, and fed by their miſe- 


ries | 
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ries. and deſtruction, inſlaving ſome, tor- 
menting others, and murdering millions for 
his luxury or diverfion ; is it not therefore 
analogous and highly probable, that the 
happineſs and life of Man ſhould be equally 
dependent on the wills of his ſuperiors ? 


As we receive great part of our pleaſures, 
and even ſubſiſtence, from the ſufferings and 


deaths of lower animals, may not theſe ſupe- 
rior Beings do the ſame from ours, and that 
by ways as far above the reach of the moſt 
exalted human underſtandings, as the means 
by which we receive our benefits are above 
ä che capacities of the meaneſt creatures defti- 
ned for our ſervice ? The fundamental Er- 
ror in all our reaſonings on this ſubject, is 
that of placing ourſelves wrong in that pre- 


| ſumptuous climax of Beaſt, Man, and God; 
from whence, as we ſuppoſe falſely, that 
there is nothing above us except the Su- 


1 


- impoſſibility leſſens not the probability of 


this, conjefure, which by Analogy, is 19 
5 arne: confirmed. 


deere the notions here advanced may appear 


preme Being, we fgoliſhly conclude that all 
the Evils we labour under muſt be derived 


immediately from his omnipotent hand: 


whereas there may be numberleſs interme- 
diate Beings, who have power to deceive» = 
torment, or deſtroy us, for the ends only 
of their own pleaſure or utility, ho may 
be veſted with the ſame privileges over 
their inferiors, and as much benefited by 
the uſe of them, as ourſelves. In what 
manner theſe benefits accrue to them, it is 
impoſſible. for us to conceive but 


1 L 
2 Wall g 
" * 


Should you, Sir, have been lately em- 3 
ployed-in reading ſome of thoſe ſublime Au- 


 thors, who, from pride and ignorance, de- 


light to puff up the dignity of Human Na- 


5 
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to you abſurd and incredible, becauſe in- 
conſiſtent with that imaginary dignity" and 
you may object, chat it is impoſſible that 
God: ſhould ſuffer innocence to be thus af. 
flicted, and reaſon thus detcelved; that tlie 
he may permit animals made ſolely for the 
uſe of Man to be thus abuſed for his con+ 
venience or recreation; yet that Man him 
ſelf; the ſole poſſeſſor of reaſbh, the Lord or 
this terreſtrial globe, his own: ambaſſador, 
vicegerent, and ſimilitude, ſhould be thus 
dependent on the will of others, muſt be 
utterly inconſiſtent with the divine Wiſdom 
and: Juſſice. . But pray, Sit, what dots I 
this prove, but the importance of a Man 
to himſelf ? Is not the juſtice of God as 
mucho concerned to preſerve the happineſs 

of the meaneſt Inſect Which he has called 
into being: as of the greateſt Man that ever 


ved Ate ft all creatures We ſee made 
ol nn ſub- 
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ſubſervient rojeach-others uſes ? and what 
s there in Man, that he only ſhould be ex. 
empted from this common fate of all crea- 
ted Beings ? The ſuperiority of Man to 
chat of other terreſtrial animals is as incon- 
. Aidlerable, in proportion to the immenſe 
plan of univerſal Exiſtence, as the difference 
of elimate between the north and ſouth end 
of the paper I now write upon, wick regard 
to the heat and diſtance of the Sun. There 
Is nothing leads us into fo many A 
eerrhing the works and deſigns of Provi- 
| rdehce;/ as that fooliſh vanity that can per- 
ſuade ſuch infignificant creatures that all 

wing were made for their ſervior! from 
' * whence they ridiculouſly: ſet up Utility to 
- "themſelves as che ſtandard of Good, and 
conclude every thing to be Evil which ap- 
ears injurious to them or their purpoſes. 
| 4 n Ants imagine this 
St u Globe 


F 2 - tt © =. wo 
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Globe of Earth cre ated only for them to 
grain and herbage for their ſuſtenange> 
then accuſe their Creator for permitting 
ſpades to deſtroy them, and plows to lay 
of which hey feel, bit” are urterly unable 


to comprehend their uſes, as well as the re- 
lations they themſelves bear to ſuperior 
Ir 1 4 N | «45 1 v 21297} >) 


Aft e it none" thoſe Philo- 
ſophers, who were drove to the Tappoſition 
of two firſt Cauſes, and many other abſur- 
dities, to account for the Origin of Emil, 
ſhould not rather have choſen to im pute it 


to the miniſtration of intermediate Beings 3 
and when they ſaw the happineſs of all infe- 
rior animals dependent on our wills, ſhould 
not 2 concluded, that the good order 

WT H 2 and 
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and well - being of the Univerſe might re- 


quire that ours ſhould be as dependent on 
the wills of ſuperior Beings, accountable 
like ourſelves to one common Lord and Fa- 
ther of all things. This is the more won- 
derful, becauſe the exiſtence and influence 


of ſuch Beings has been an article in the 


yrs, and Fawns, were of this kind. 
| the, barbarous nations that have ever been 


Creed of all Religions that have ever ap- 
peared in the World. In the beautiful 
ſyſtem of the Pagan theology, their Sylvan 
and Houſehold Deities, their Nymphs, Sa- 
All 


diſegrered, have been found to believe and 
adore intermediate ſpiritual Beings, both 

"good and evil. The Jewiſh Religion not 
only confirms the belief of their exiſtence, 
but of their tempting, deceiving, and. tor- 
menting mankind; and the whole ſyſtem 


of Chriſtianity is eredted ana on this 


| , foundation, * ys 
ik r Tis 
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Thys, Sir, you ſee the good order of 
the. hole, and the _ happineſs it receives 
from a proper ſubordination, will ſuffici- 
ently account for.the ſufferings of individu- 
als; and all ſuch ſhould be conſidered but 
as the neceſſary taxes, which every mem 
ber of this great Republick, of the Univerſe 
dis obliged to pay towards the ſupport of the 
Community. It is no derogation from the 
divine Gbodneſs, that theſe taxes are not 
| always impoſed equally in the preſent date 
of things; becauſe - a5 every individual is 
but a Pert of the. great, whole, ſo is the 
preſent, ate. but a part of a long, or per- 
baps an eterni ſucceſſion of others; and, 
like a ſingle day in the natural life, has fs 
ference. to many mare, both paſt. and to 
come. It is but as a page in a voluminous 
accompt, from which no judgment can be 
formed-09 !the ſtate” of the whole-3: bur of 


G H 3 


this 
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this we may be aſſured, chat the ballance 
will ſome time or other be ſettled with | 
juſtice and "impartiality, The certainty 
cherefore of a future ſtare, in which we, 
and indeed all Creatures endued with 


ſenſation, mall ſomehow or other exiſt, 
ſeems (if all our notions of Juſtice are not 


erroneous) as demonſtrable as the Juſtice of 
their Creator ; for if he is juſt. all ſuch 


Creatures muſt have their account of hap- 


be — 


pineſs and miſery ſome where adjuſted 
with equity, and all Creatures capable of 
virtue and vice muſt, according to their be- 
haviour, receive rewards and puniſhments ; ; 
and, to render theſe puniſhMents "conſiſtent 


with infinite goodneſs, they muſt not only 


de proportioned to their crimes; but alſo 


ſome way neceffary to univerfal Glod; for 
no Creatures can be called out of their pri- 


8 _ Creator, 
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Creator, 00 be loſers by their exiſtence; or 
to be made miſerable for no beneficial end, 
even by their own miſhehaviour: ſo that 
all future miſery, as well as preſent, muſt 
be ſubſervient to happineſs, or otherwiſe in- 


For 8 ni al 0 on 
ſighted conjectures of Man into the diſpen · 
ſations. of Providence and a future State: 
the ancient doctrine of Tranſmigration 


ſeems the moſt rational and moſt conſiſtent 
with his wiſdom and. goodneſs ; as by it all 
the unequal diſpenſations of things {o ne- 


other, and all creatures ſerve the higheſt and 
loweſt, the moſt eligible and moſt, bur- 


pales, abe , e ee, 
H4 kind 


ceſſary in one Life may be ſet right in an- 


204 The NATURE uu 


kind of rotation; by which means their 
rewards and puniſhments may not only be 
well proportioned to their behaviour, but | 
alſo ſubſervient towards carrying on the Bu- 
ſineſa of the Univerſe and thus at the ſame 
time anſwer the pufpoſes both of juſtice and 
utility. But the pride of man will not ſuf- 
fer us to treat this ſubje& with the ſeriouſ- 
neſs it deſerves; but rejects as both impi- 
ous and nidiculous eyery fuppolition - of 
infetior creatures ever arriving at its own 
imaginary dignity, allowing at the ſame time 

the probability o of human Nature being er. 
alted to the angelick, a much wider and more 
extraordinary” tranſition, but yet ſuch Lone as 
may probably be the natural conſequence, 
as well as the reward of a virtuous Hfe: 
nor 8 it gels lkeely that out vices may de- 
baſe us to the ſervile condition of inferior 
e . forms we may be ſeverely 
» pu- 
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puniſhed for the injuties we have done to 

Mankind when amongſt them, and be 

obliged in ſome meaſure to repair them, by 

performing unn 

n — for . A7 02 vid 
bis aniyel. amd. : tri . N 


{ns has: has been fad, 1 chink;. i it 
plainly appears that t numberleſs Evils do 
actually exiſt, which could not have been 
excluded from the works of infinite good- 
neſs even by infinite power; and from hence 
it may be concluded, that there are none 
which could; but that God has exerted all 
his omnipotence to introduce all poſſible 
happineſs, and, as far as the imperfection 
of created things would permit, to exclude 
all miſery, that is, all natural Evil, from 
the univerſal ſyſtem ; which notwithſtand- 


ing will introduce itſelf in many cir- 


cumſtances, even in oppoſition to infinite 


Power. 
6 | The 
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ducted. you, and carry.youthro! unftequen- 
ted paths, and ways untrodden by philoſo- 
. phic feet, Already, I think, the.exiſtence 
of Natural Evil has been ſufficiently 4 a- 
counted for, without any derogation from | 
the power, wiſdom, or goodneſs of God. 
What next remains to be cleared up, is the 
Origin of Moral Evil; which; conſiſtently 
with the ſame Divine Attributes, I have 
neyer ſeen accounted for by any Author, 
42 An- 


matter of innumerable folio's. 
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ancient or modern, in a manner that could 
give tolerable ſatisfaction to a rational In- 
r. Nor indeed can this be ever effec- 


3hllly performed, without at the ſame time 
taking into conſideration all thoſe moſt 


abſtruſe peculatigns concerning Lhe nature 
of Virtue, Free- will, Fate, Grace, and 
Predeſtination, the debates of ages, and 
10 attempt 
his, therefore, in the compaſs of a Letter 
would be the higheſt preſumption, did avt 
I Well know the clear and ready o e- 
-henifion of the perſon to whom it is addreff- 
'ed; and alſo, that the moſt, difficult. of 
theſe kinds of diſquiſitions are uſually bet- 
reyexplained\ in a few lines, than by a thou- 
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nan banker ans 10 en dude 
Otten of Moral Evil; it will-be-necelliry, | 
an the firſt place, to inquire into its nature 
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and eſſence ; or What it is that conſtitutes 
one action Evil, and another Good... Vari- 
ous have been che qpiniens of various Au- 
thors on this Criterion of Virtue 3 and this 
variety has rendered that doubtful, which 
muſt otherwiſe have been clear and manifeſt 
to che weaneſt eapacity. Some indeed have 
denied that there is any ſuch ching. becauſe 
different ages and nations have entertained 
different ſentiments. concerning it: but this 
is juſt. as. reaſonable as. to aſſert, that there 
are neither Sun, Moon, nor Stars, becauſe Aſ- 
tronomers have ſupported different ſyſtems 
of the motions and magnitydes of theſe ce- 
leſtial bodies. Some have placed it in con- 
chings and others to the will of God. 
But all this is merely ſuperficial: they re- 
| folve. us not why truth, or the fitneſs of 
| things, are either-eligible or obligatery, or 
od | 2 e 
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why God ſhould require us to act in one 
manner rather than another. The true rea- 
ſon of which cari' poſſibly” be no othet than 
| this becauſe ſome actions produce happi- 
nefs.” and others miſery-: ſo that All! Moral 
God and Evil are nothing more than the 
\produttion « of Natural. This alofe it is 
that makes truth preferable to falſeticod, 
this that determimes the fitneſs of things, 
and this that induces God to command ſome 
allo and forbid others. TBey he ler- 
toll tlie truth, beauty, and harmony of 
"Virtue," excluſive of its conſequenees, deal 
but in pompous nonſeiiſe; and they who 
would parſuade us, chat Good and Evil 
are things indifferent, depending wholly on 
the will of God, do but confound the na- 
tue f things, as well as all our notions of 
God himſelf," by repreſenting him capable 

L 9 e chat u, chat we 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be, and be happy, and at the ſame 
time that we ſhould. torment: and deſtroy 
each other; for injuries cannot be made be- 
nefits, pain cannot be made pleaſure, and 
conſequently vice cannot be made virtue 


by any power whatever. It is the conſe- 
quences therefore of all human actions that 


muſt ſtamp their value. So far as the ge- 
neral practice of any action tends to produce 
Good, and introduce happineſs into the 
world, fo far we may pronounce it virtu- 


ous ; fo much Evil as it occaſions, ſuch is 


the degree of vice it contains, I iy the 


general practice, becauſe we muſt always 


remember i in judging by this rule, to apply 
it only to the general ſpecies of actions, and 


not to particular actions; for, the infinite 


wiſdom. of God, deſirous to FR bounds to 

the deſtructive conſequences which muſt o- 

therwiſe have fol lowed from the univerſal 
1 de- 
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depravity of mankind, has ſo wonderfully 


contrived the nature of things, that our 
moſt vitious actions may ſometimes acci- 
dentally and collaterally produce Good. 
Thus, for, inſtance, robbery may diſperſe 
uſeleſs hoards to the benefit of the publick , 
Adultery may bring heirs, and good. hu- 
mour too, into many families, where they 
would have otherwiſe have been wanting ; 
and Murder free the world from, tyrants 
and oppreſſors. Luxury maintains its thou- 
| ſands, and Vanity its ten thouſands. Su- 
perſticion and Arbitrary - Power conttibure 
to the grandeur of many nations, and the 
liberties of others are preſerved by the Pere, 
petual contentions of avarice, knavery, ſel- 
fſhneſs, and ambition: and thus the worſt 
of vices, and che worſt of Men are often 


compelled by Providence to ſerve the moſt 
beneficial purpoſes, contrary to their own 
3 'male- 
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malevolent tendencies and inclinations ; and 


thus private vices become publick benefits 
by the force only of accidental circumſtan- 


ces. But this impedches not the truth-of 


the Criterion of Virtue before mentioned, 
the only ſolid foundation on which any true 


| ſyſtem of ethicks can be built, the only 
plain, ſimple, and uniform rule by which 


we can paſs any judgment. on our actions; 
but by this we may be enabled, not only 
to determine which ate good, and which 
are evil, but almoſt mathematically to de- 
monſtrate the proportion of Virtue or Vice 
which belongs to each, by comparing them © 
with the degrees of happineſs or miſery 
which they occafion. But tho? the produc- 
tion of happineſs is the Eſſence of vittue, 
it is by no means the End: the great End 
is the probation of Mankind, or the giving 
2 gf exalting or degrading 
. nden 
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| themſelves in another ſtate by their bebavi- 
dur in the preſent. And thus indeed it 

anſwers two moſt important purpoſes; thoſe 
are, the conſervation of our happineſs, and 
the teſt of our obedience: for had not ſuch 
a teſt ſeemed neceſſary to God's infinite wiſ- 
dom, and productive of univerſal Good) 
he would never have permitted the happi- 
neſs of Men, even in this life, to have de- 
pended on ſo precarious a tenure, as their 
mutual good behaviour to each other. For 
8 it is obſervable, that he who beſt, knows 
our formation, has truſted no one. thing of 
importance to our reaſon, or virtue: he 
truſts only to our appetites for the ſqpport 
of the individual, and the continuance of 
our ſpecies ; to our vanity, or compaſſion, 
for our bounty to others; and to our fears, 
| for the preſervation of ourſelves. 3 Often to 
our vices for the * of Government, 
7 IF 3 | ahd 
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and e to our follies for the preſer- 

vation of our Religion. But ſince ſome 
teſt of our obedience was neceſſary, nothing 
ſure could have heen commanded for that 
end fo fit and proper, andjat the ſame time 
ſo uſeful, -asghe-praftice of virtue; nothing 
have been ſo juſtly 'rewarded with happi- 
neſs, as the production of happineſs in con- 
formity to the will of God. It is this con- 

formity alone which adds merit to virtue 
and conſtitutes the eſſential difference be- 
tween Morality and Religion. Morality 
obliges Men to live honeſtly and ſoberly, 
becauſe ſuch behaviour is moſt conducdve 
to publick happineſs, and eonſequently to 
their own; Religion, to purſue the ſame 
courſe, becauſe conformable to the will of 
their Creator. Morality induces them to em- 
brace virtue from prudential conſiderations; 


13 Reli- 
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Religion, from thoſe of gratitude and obe - 


dience. Morality therefore, ö entirely ab- 


ſtracted from Religion, can have nothing 
meritorious in it; it being but wiſdom 
prudence, or good œconomy, which, like 


health, beauty, or riches, are rather obli- 
gations conferred upon us by God, than 


merits in us towards him ; for tho we may 
be juſtly puniſhed for injuring ourſelves, 


we can claim no reward for ſelf-preſervati- 


on; as ſuicide deſerves puniſhment and in- 
famy, but a Man deſerves no reward or 
honours for not being guilty of it. This I 
talee to be the meaning of all thoſe paſſages 


in our Scriptures in which Works are re- 


preſented to have no merit without Faith; 


chat is not without believing in hiſtorical 


facts, in creeds, and articles; but without 
being done. in purſuance of our belief in 
* 3 29 ITY God, 
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God, and in obedience to his commands . 
And now, having mentioned - Scrip- 
ture, I cannot omit obſerving that the 
Chriſtian is the only religious or moral In- 
ſtitution 


7 


» What was that Faith which che Author of 
the Chriſtian Religion indiſpenſably required in 


all his diſciples ? It could not be a literal, and im- 
plicit belief of the divine inſpiration of all the 
Books of the Old Teſtament; and conſequently 
of all the Hiſtory, Chronology, Geography, and 
Philoſophy contained in them; becauſe to theſe 
the Jews, N it, adhered with the moſt 
ſuperſtitious eractneſß: it could not be the ſame 
kind of belief in the Writings of the New Teſta- 
ment, becauſe theſe in his Life · tiene had no exiſi- 
ence: much leſs could it conſiſt in a blind aſſent 
to the numberleſs explanations of theſe Books, 
and leaſt of all in the Belief of Creeds, Articles, 
and theolozical Syſtems founded on ſuch explana- 
tions, for all theſe were the productions of later 
| 14 A=. 
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firution in che world that ever ſet in a right 
light theſe two material points, the Eſſence 


and the End of Virtue that ever funded 


the one in che production of happineſs, 


that is in univerſal benevolence, or, in their 
language, Charity to all Men; the other, 
in the probation of Man, and his obedience 
to his Creator. Sublime and magnificent as 


was the philoſophy of the Ancients, all 


their moral ſyſtems were deficient in theſe 
two important articles. They were all 


bullt on the ſandy foundations of the innate 


beauty of virtue, or enthuſiaſtick patrio- 
tim; and their great point in view was 
the Fongernpeible reward of wan Gery i 


Ages. It muſt ee have . this - this 


alone; a fincere Belief in the divine Authority 
of his Miſſion, and a conſtant practice of all Mo- 
- ral Duties from a Gow of their "OY n to 


"his commands. A 4 
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foundations which were by no means able 
to ſupport the magnificent ſtructures which 
they erected upon them; for the beauty of 
virtue, independent of its effects, is un- 
meaning nonſenſe; patriotiſm which injures 
mankind in general for the ſake of a parti- 
culat country, is but a more extended ſel- 
fiſhneſs, and really criminal; and all hu- 
man glory but a mean and ridiculous delu- 
ſion. The whole affair then of Religion 
and, Morality, the ſubject of ſo many thou- 
ſand volumes, is in. ſhort no more than this: . 
The Supreme Being, infinitely good, as 
well as powerful, deſirous to diffuſe happi- 
neſs by all poſſible means, has created innu- 
merable ranks and orders of Beings, all 
ſubſervient to each other by proper ſubordi- 
nation. One of theſe is occupied by Man, 
a creature endued with ſuch a certain de- 
gree of knowledge, reaſon, and-free-will, 
as 
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as'is ſuitable to his ſituation, and placed for 
a time on this globe as in a ſchool of pro- 
hation and education. Here he has an op- 
portunity given him of improving or deba- 
fing his nature, in ſuch a manner as to 
render himſelf: fit for a rank of higher per- 
fection and happineſs, or to degrade him- 
ſeif to a ſtate of greater imperfection and 

_ miſery; neceſſary indeed towards carrying 
on the buſineſs of the Univerſe, but very 
grievous and burthenſome to thoſe indivi- 

© duals, who, by their own miſconduct, are 
obliged to ſubmit to it. The teſt of this 
his behaviour, is doing good, that is, 
operating with his Creator, as far as his 
narrow ſphere of action will permit, in the 


production of happineſs. And thus the 

happineſs and milery of a future ſtate will 
be ide juſt reward or puniſhment of pro- 
moting or Meaning happineſs in chis. So 


Go | arti- 
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artificially by this means is the nature of 
all human virtue and vice contrived, that 


their rewards and puniſhments are woven 


as it were into their very eſſence; their im · 
mediate effects give us a foretaſte of their 
future; and their fruits in the preſent life 
are the proper ſamples of what they muſt 
unavoidably produce in another. We have 
Reaſon given us to diſtinguiſh theſe conſe- 
- quences, and regulate our conduct; and 
leſt that ſhould neglect its poſt; Conſcience 
alſo is appointed as an inſtinctive kind of 
monitor, perpetually to remind us both of 
our intereſt and our duty. "206 


* 


When we conſider how wonderfully the 
practice of Virtue is thus inforced by our 
great Creator, and that all which he re- 
quires of us under that title is only to be 
happy, chat is, to make each other ſo; and 
005 when 
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when at the ſame time we look round W 
| and ſee the whole race of mankind thro* e- 
very fucce:hve generation rormenting, inju- 
ring, and deſtroying each other, and perpe- 
tually counteracting the gracious defigns 
of their Maker, it is a moſt aſtonſhing pa. 
radox how all this comes to paſs; why God 
; Mould ſuffer himſelf to be thus defeated in 
his beſt purpoſes by creatures of his own 
making; or why Man ſhould be made 
with diſpoſitions to defeat them at the ex- 
pence of his own preſent and future happi- 
neſs ; why infinite Goodneſs ſhould form 
creatures inclined to oppoſe its own benevo- 
lent deſigns, or why infinite Power ſhould 
thus ſuffer i it: . be „ | 


There are ſome, 1 know, who extricate 
- *rhemfelves from this difficulty very con- 
ciſely by aſſerting, that there is in fact 
0 na 
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no ſuch original depravity, no ſuch in- 
nate propenſity to vice in human nature z 
but as this aſſertion is directly contrary 
to the expreſs declaration of the Scriptures, 
to the opinion of the Philoſophers and Mo- 
raliſts of all ages, and to the moſt conſtant, 
and unvariable experience of every hour; I 
think they no more deſerve an anſwer, than 
they who would affirm, that a ſtone has no 
tendency to the Center by its natural gra- 
vity, or that Flame has no inclination to 


aſcend. 


But the uſual ſolution applied to this 
difficulty by the ableſt Philoſophers and 
Divines, with which they themſelves, and 
moſt of their readers, ſeem perfectly fatisſi- 
ed is comprehended in the following reafon- 
ing: That Man came perfect out of the 
hands of his Creator, both in virtue and 


happi- 
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happineſs, but it being more eligible that 
he ſhould be a free · agent than a mere ma- 
chine, God endued him with Freedom of 
will; from the abuſe of which Freedom, 
all Miſery and Sin, that is, all natural and 
moral Evils, derive their exiſtence : from 
all ſuch therefore the Divine Goodneſs is | 
ſufficiently juſtified, by reaſon they could 
not be prevented without the loſs of ſuperi- 
or Good; for to create Men free, and at 
the ſame time compell them to be virtuous, 
N is utterly n. 5 0 


— air Saints * 
argument may aſſume, by whatever fam d 
Preachers it may have been uſed, or by 
whatever learned Audiences it may have 
been approved, I will venture to affirm, 


_ -  thatitis falſe in all its Principles, and in 


its e and I think it may be 
2 
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elearly ſhewn, that God did not make Man 


abſolutely perfect, nor abſolutely Free: nor, 


if he had, would this in the leaſt have juſ- 
tified the introduction of wickedneſs __ 
miſery. | 


That Man came perfect, that is endued 

with all poſſible perfections, out of the 
hands of his Creator, is evidently a falſe 
notion derived from the Philoſophers of the 
firſt ages, founded on their ignorance of 


the Origin of Evil, andinability to account 


for it on any other hypotheſis : they un- 


derſtood not that the n Syſtem re- 
quired Subordination, © and conſequently 


comparative Imperſections; nor that in the 
Scale of Beings there muſt be ſomewhere 
fuch a creature as Man with all his infit- 
mities about him: that the total removal 

of theſe would be altering his very natute: 


3 
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and that as ſoon as he became Perfect he 
mult ceaſe to be Man. The truth of this, 
I think, has been ſufficiently proved; and 
beſides, the very ſuppoſition of a Being o- 
riginally perfect, and yet capable of render- 
ing itſelf wicked and miſerable, is undoubt- 


edly a Contradiction, that very power be- 
ing the e higheſt imperfeBtion * 


That God ke Man perfectly free i is no 
leſs falſe Men have certainly ſuch a de- . 
_ gree of Free-will as to make them ac- 
countable, and juſtly puniſhable for the 


- abuſe of it; but abſolute and 4 

Free · willi is what, I believe, no created Be 
” ing can be poſſeſſed of. Our actions pro- 
8 ceed from our Wills, but our wills muſt 
de derived from the natural diſpoſitions 
implanted in us by the Author of our Be- 
ing Wed elections proceed from wrong 

| appre- 
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apprehenſiana, or unruly. paſſions; and 

theſe from ur original Frame or acciden+ 
tal Education: theſe muſt determine all 
our actigns, for we haye go power to act 
differently, theſe Previous circumſtances 
continuing exactly the ſame. Had God 
thought proper to have made all Men with 
the ſame heads, ; and the ſame hearts, which 
he has given | to the moſt virtuous of the 
I. pecies, they would all have excelled j in the 
ſame virtues: or had the Bias implanted 
in Human Nature drawn as ſtrongly to- 
a wards the good lde, as it now apparently 
does towards the bad, it would have opg- 
rated as ſucceſsfully, and with as kitle; in- 
fringement on human Liberty: Men, 4s 


well as all gther animals, are exactiy Bre 
er the purpotes they are deſigned for a 
haye inclinations and diſpoſitions given them 
accordingly: He, who implanted patience 
20 K in 
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in the lamb, obedience in the Horſe, fidelity 
in the dog, and innocence in the dove, 
might as eaſily have inſpired the breaſt of 
Man with theſe and all other virtues; and 
then” his actions would have certainly cor- 
: reſponded with his Formation : "therefore, 
in the ſtrict philoſophical Senſe, we have 
| certainly no Free will; that is, none inde- 


pendent of our Frame, e our 8 and 
the Author of "them, | eff ans 
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nb were both” cheſe a Perch true, 
were Men originally created both perfect 
and free, yet this would by no means Juſti- 
fy the introduction of moral Evil because, 
if his perfection was immedi lately to be de- 
Aroyed by his Free- will, he might as well 
ever" have been poſſeſt of the one, and 
much better have been prevented from ma- 
king uſe of the other: let us diſpute there- 
n | 1 - fore 
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fore as long ns ve pleaſe, it thuſt eternally 
be the fame thing, whether a Creator of 
infinite power and knowledge created Be- 
ings originally wicked and "miſerable; or 
gave them a power to make themſelves ſo, 
foreknowing they would employ that 95 
er 9 own e e 

1 moral Evil 1 cannot be ative 
from the Abuſe of Free-will in Man, from 
whence can we trace its origin? Can it pro- 
ceed from a juſt, a wiſe, and a bene vblent 
God? Can ſuch a God form Creatures with 
diſpoſitions to do Evil, and then puniſh 
them for acting in conformity to thoſe evil 


diſpoſitions ? Strange and aſtoniſhing i in- 
deed mult this appear to us, who kriow ſo 


little of the univerſal Plan ! but it is far, 
think, from being irreconcilable with the 
Juſtice” of the Supreme diſpoſer of all 
| K 2 things; 
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the truth of our firſt great propoſition, (and 
moſt certainly true it is) that natural Evils 
exiſt from ſome neceſſity in the nature of 
things,” which no power can. diſpenſe with 
or prevent, the . expediency of moral Evil 
will perhaps follow on courſe: for if 
miſery could not be excluded from the 
works of a bene vient Creator by infinite 
power, theſe miſeries muſt be endured 
by ſome eroatures or other for the good of 
the whole and if there were none ca- 


pable of wickedneſs, then they muſt fall 
to the ſhare of thoſe who are perfectly in- 
nocent. Here again we ſee our difficulties 
ar iſe from our wrong notions of Omnipo- 


mY and N 8 How | ny ifficutie 


SaaS 


ſtanc cit is s obliged gaber 10 alli Tanocence- 
or A webs, it has plain. 
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ly no other Option: what then could inſi-· 
nite Wiſdom, J uſtice, and Goodneſs do in 
this ſituation more. eonliſſent with itſelf, 


than to call into being. Creatures formed 
with ſuch depravity, in their diſpoſitions, 


as to induce many of them to att i in | ſuch 7 a 
manner as to render themſelyes g proper ſ ſub⸗ 8 


jects for ſuch, neceſſr) ſufferings, and 
yet at the ſame time induec with. ſuch a de- 

gn ef CR as to put it in 
FOE 47477 185 N TY: 157 7 . or Wot 7 du 


* Some T5, aſſerted that there can be | no 
degrees of Freewill, but that every Being, muſt 
be abſolutely free, or poſſeſſed of no Freedom at 
all : and this ſeems to have been the principal 
error that has led thoſe who have ſapfſorteT both 
ſides of this Queſtion into fo many abſurdities; as 


it well might, ſince they were both equally wrong 
in eſpouſing a propoſition, which contradicts both 
Dy and experience. Brutes have 7 certain 

K I. 0 upon 8 


» 
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| preat a'Segree, as ouflves. A man raving mad 


2 


the power f every individual” to "eſcape 
them by their 8000 behaviour: Such a 


Creature is Man; ſo corrupt, baſe, cruel 


and wicked as t to corivert theſe e 
n 3 "7 * 


e es ö elle why do vein them 


for their miſbehaviour, or why do they amend 


upon correction ? yet certainly they have not ſo 


is not,” nor is conſidered as a Free-agent ; a man 


leſs mad bas a greater portion of Freedom; and 
1 man not mad at all has the greateſt ; but ſtill 


the degree o of his Freedom, muſt bear a propor- 
tion to the weakneh of his underſtanding, and 

the firength, of his paſſions, and prejudices; all 
which are a perverſion of reaſon, and madneſs as 


far a8 they extend, and operate on Free-will in 


the very ſame manner: . ſo that it is ſo far from 
being tus, chat ll; men... are. equally free, that 
probably there are no two men, who are poſ- 
ann. rn. 
A . | miſe- 


— 
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ſame time ſo ſenſible of his own depravity 
and the fatal conſequences of guilt, as to be 
2 able to corec the one and to av6ld the 
Here we fee a ſubſtantial Reaſon 

2 5 depravity of Man, and the admit - 
tance of moral Evil in theſe circumſtances 
ſeems not only compatible with the Juſtice 
of God, but one of the higheſt inſtag- 
ces of his. . conſummate wiſdom in order- 
ing and diſpoſing all things, in the; beck 
manner cheir n natures * * | 
mit. „„ ] ,- A % Ain 


„ 


& 
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F . * 


1 not by whee tun hen le Gd 
to determine on the councils of the. Almigh- 
d to triumph) in the, complear diſcovery 
of the Origin of Moral Evil, or to aſſert 
that chis is the certain or ſole cauſe of its 
K 4 exiſt⸗ 
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eriſtence z propoſe it only as Gueſs con- 
cerving the reaſon of its admiſſion, more 
vine viſdom, and juſtice, than any, that 
has, hicherto. been 1 for that pur- 
poſe. 8% La n d v wegrgab..: 207 40! 


25 £944 old} captives egen d ens 
opt is undoutzedly ſomething farther 
in the peneral | Depgpvity of Mankind chan 

wet are aware of, and probably many great 

and "wiſe ends are anſwered by it to us to- 
eally/incortiprehiiifible: God as has beet 
nen, would never have permitted the 
exiſtence of natural Evil, but from the fm- 
poſſibility of preventing it without the loſs 
bf $iperior God: and on the fame the Prinici- 
 piil/thb"admiffion of moral Evil is equally 

conſiſtent with. the divine Goodneſs : and 
who is he-ſo knowing in che whole ſtupen- 

2 Ns 70 aſſert, that 


> 


| % 
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the Wickedneſs of ſorne Beings may not, by 
mean anconceivable to us, be beneficial to 

innumerable unknown Orders of others ? 
or tliat the Puniſhments: of ſome nay not 
dontribute to the Felicity of eden infi- 


IT: An! oo e rein 


7 A 
To this purpoſe the 5 Haginina 
ſays, with great ſagacity Præterea credibile 
ef, ita illa animi vitia magnæ hominum 
| parti, non * ſane ſummo concilio data ge: Cum | 
enim Dei providentid talis fit Tellus, ejuſque 


incole, quales cernimus, abſurdum. enim foret 


exiſtimare omnia bec alia facta eſſe, quam ille 
When, Fei futurg | GE 


WM J p 4 vy * 


Bit ER not forget that this neceſlity 
of Vice and Puniſrment, and its ſubſervi- 
eney to publick Good, makes no alteration 
in their natures with b 1 


8 '* Colorheoros, Lib. x. 5.34. 


tho! 
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the wickedneſs of Men ſome remote bene- 
fits to the Univerſe; yet that alters not the 
caſe with regard to ther, nor in the leaſt 
extenuates their Guilt. He has given them 
reafon ſufficient to inform them, that their 
injuries to each other are diſpleaſing to him, 
| and Free. will ſufficient to refrain from ſuch 
actions, and may therefore puniſh” their 
diſobedience without any infringement of 
jaſtice : He Knows indeed, that though 
none are under any compulſion to do Evil, 
yet that they are all lo framed, that many 
will certainty do it; and He knows alſo 
that incomprehenſible ſecret why it is neceſ- 
fary that many ſhould :: but his knowledge 
having no relation to their determinations 
renders not their vices leſs criminal, nor the 
puniſhment of them leſs equitable: for, | 
tho with 3 to God, Vice may be per- 
" haps 


8 
EEE | 
1 
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haps the: conſequence/of.:Miſery ; that is, 
Men may be inclined to Vice ĩn order tg ren- 
der them proper objects of ſuch a degree of 
Miſery as was unavoidably neceſſary, and 
lick Good, yet, in regard to Man, Miſery is 
the conſequence of Vice; that is, all hu- 
man Viees produce Miſery, and are + jaſtly 
* by its inflidion. be 


It it 5 objeſted hs thi 1 
the” Author of Sin, 1 anfiver, God i is, 
and muſt be che Author of every thing”; ; 
and to ſay that any thing is, or happens, 
independent of the firſt "Cauſe, is to ſay 
that ſomething exiſts, or happens, without 
any Cauſe at all. God is the Author, if it 
may be ſo expreſſed, of all the natural E- 
vils in the Univerſe ; that is, of the feweſt 


poſſible in the Nature of things 3 and why 
= 


ayo The N A TUNE ind 


eviay he not be che uh af all moral E- 
vil in the ſame manner and on the ſame 
principle le ? If natural Evil ogesits:exiftence 


= 


to neceſſity why may not moral ? If Miſe- 
ry brings with it its Vcility, hy may not 


| Wickednels? 02,Dt6g9" 15 „N 204) 30: 


i s e211 i 10 o2aWputus). ns 
V Lima adequate bak ot Hearn 
= On deſign, Hoi Lane 0 We 
_ Why hn « hatte. cane. 
Bor! ein eich 360) . +230" 


+ 2; Wherelore it ought always 10 be confite- 
Ted, that, tho' Sin, in Us, wh who ſee nd far- 


ther than the Evils it ir produces, is Evil, \and 


Joftly puniſhable 3, yet. in God, who ſees 
thecauſes and connections of all things, and 
the veceflity of its 'admiſſion, that admiſſi- 
en way be no Evil at all, e are 
. 


4 
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Hut it may de alledged that this prin- 
ciple totally changes the Nature of Vice, 
deſtroys the Criterion before. affixed to it, 
and encourages the univerſal. practice of 
wickedneſs :' for if Moral Evil, and the 
puniſhment. of it are neceſſary towards 
promoting univerſal Good, then the more 
wicked men are the more they promote that 
Good; and the more they cooperate with 
their Creator in compleating his great and 
benevolent, plan of univerſal | happineſs. 
But this reaſoning is extremely fallacious ; 
becauſe no collateral, remote, unknown and 
undeſigned Good reſulting from Vice 
can alter the nature of it, or diveſt it of 
criminality; and moreover if that Gopd 
ariſes only from its puniſhment, fo far 
z it from an encouragement to wicked- 

neſs; that it proves only that the puniſh» 

ment of it is neceſſary, and unpreventables 


Ro 
142 The NATURE and 
nay in its nature incapable of remiſſion, 
without a penal ſatisfaction from ſome Be- 
ing of other, nor does its cooperation with 
the deſigns of providence render it leſs cri- 
minal, or les worthy of his juſt indigna- 
tion: all Hiſtories are filled with inſtances 
&f the wickedneſs of Men conſpiring to 
| bring about the Councils of the Almighty ; 
fuck were the Ambition ay ferocity of the 
\ Romans, the obſtinacy of the Jews, the 
eruelty of Herod, andthe treachery of Ju- 
ads. yet were theſe never eſteemed for _ 
reaſon meritorious, or innocent. * 8 


f 3 7 4 * 


Fun this important pada; | that 
all Natural Evil derives its exiſtence from 
neceſſity,” and all Moral from expediency 
afifing” from that neceſſity {1 "Tay, from 
this" important propoſition, well conſidered 
and * ſuch new lights might be 
* ſtruck 
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ſtruck out as could not fall, if directed by 
the hands of Learning and Impartiality, co 

lead the human Mind thro' the unknown 
regions of ſpeculation, and to produce they 
moſt ſurpriſing and uſeful diſcoveries i in E- 
— Metaphyſicks, and in in Chriſtianity 
Ih 1 add Chriſtianity, becauſe it is 2 


Me” which will, T am certain, at 
once unlock all the n m yſterious and perplex- | 


ing doctrines of chat amazing Inſtitution, 
and explain fairly, without the leaſt aſſiſt- 


$3754 Bt 


ance, from theological artifice, all, thoſe 
abſtruſe ſpeculations of Original Sin, Grace 
and Predeſtination, and vicarious Puniſh- 
ments, which the moſt learned, for want 
of this 'Clue, have never yet. been able + to 


make conſiſtent e 8 Ou 
ſenſe. 0 edi 10 na N 


2 
„ 
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In the firſt place, for inſtance, the Doe: 
trine * of Original Sin is really nothing more 
than the very Syſtem here laid down, into 
Which we have been led by cloſely purſuing 
Reaſon, and without which the Origin of Mo- 
ral. Evil cannot be agcounted for on any 
principle whatever, Indeed, according o 
the common nations of the abſolute Omni- 
potence of God, and the abſolute Free-will 
in Man, it is moſt abſurd and impious, as 
it repreſents the Deity voluntarily bringing 
Men into Being with depraved Diſpoſiti ons, 


| — no os Jones, 1 0 then 


. Original Sin is * FOI 


ciginal ning innate, and ſin the at of an 
accountable Being: by chis expreſſion therefore 
of Original Sin eannot be meant original or in- 


nate Guilt, for that ls abſolute nonſeiile but on- 


ly an original depravity, or an innate be 
* Sin. 


— 
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bitrarily puniſhing them for the ſins which 


they occaſion with torments which anſwer 
no ends, either of their reformation or uti- 


 liry to the Univerſe : but when we ſee, by 


the foregoing explanation, the difficulties 


with which Omnipotence was environed, 


and that it was obliged by the neceſſity of 


Natural Evils to admit Moral, all. theſe 


abſurdities at once vaniſh, and the Original | 


Depravity of Man appears fairly conſiſtent 


with the Joblice = even Goodneſs of his 


Creator. | 


God Joreknows that they will ! 


The DoRrines of Predeſtination and 
Grace as ſet forth in the Scriptures, on the 


moſt impartial Interpretation, I take to be 


theſe : that ſome Men come into the world 
with diſpoſitions fo extremely bad, that 


L quence 
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quence be puniſhed for them ; that to others 
He has given better diſpoſitions, and more- 
over protects them from Vice by a power- 
ful but invilible influence, in the language 
of thoſe writings called Grace: this Scheme 
has appeared to many ſo partial and unjuſt 
that they have totally rejected i it, and en» 
deavoured, by forced interpretations, to ex- 
plain it quite out of the Bible, in contra- 
diction to all the ſenſe of language and the 
whole tenour of thoſe writings: and in- 
deed; on the old plan of God's abſolute 
Omnipotence, uncontrouled by any previ- 
ous neceſſity, in the nature of things, to 
admit both Natural and Moral Evil, it is 
highly derogatory from His wiſdom and 
goodneſs ; but, on the ſuppoſition of that 
previous Neceſſity, there appears nothing 
incredible i in it, nor the leaſt inconſiſtent 
with divine * becauſe if God was 
& | obli- 
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obliged by the nature of things, and for 
the good of the whole, to ſuffer ſome to be 
wicked, and conſequently - miſerable, he 
certainly might protect others both from 
guilt) and puniſhment. He in this light 
may be. compared to the commander of a 
numerans army, who, tho he is obliged to 
expoſe maby to danger, and ſome. to deſ- 
truction, yet protects. others with ramparts 
and covert-waysz. but ſo long as he exerci- 
ſes this power for the good of the whole, 
theſe diſt inctions amongſt individuals ought 
never to be imputed to Partiality or Injuſ- 
tice. . Kr 


The Doctrine“ of Sacrifice, or Vicarious 


| pike, is the moſt univerſal, and yet 
The 


ff the puniſhments of the wicked ſerve not 
fome ends with which we are unacquainted, the 
n of the innocent can poſſibly bear no 

1 man- 
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excluſive of this plan che moſt abſurd, of 

; all religious Tenets that ever entered in- 
do the Mind of Man: ſo abſurd is it, an 
how it came to be ſo univerſal is not eaſy to 
be accounted for: Pagans, Jews and Chriſ- 
tians, have all agreed in this one point, tho? 
differing in all others; and have all treated 
it as a ſelf evident principle, that the Sins 
of one Creature might be attoned for by 
the Sufferings of another: but from 
whence they derived this ſtrange opinion 
none of them have pretended to give any 
account, or to produce in: its defence the 
| leaſt ſhadow of a Reaſon : for that there 


HURTS relation to them; "it cabal the 
words Sacrifice, Attonement, Propitiation, and 
Vicarious Puniſhments can no more have any 
ideas affixed-to them than the ringing of a bell, 
3 the blowing of a trumpet, but are mere Sounds 
without any meaning at M.. 
8 ſhould 
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| mould be any manner of connection between 
the Miſeries of one Being and the Guilt of 
another; or, that the puniſhing the Inno- 
cent, and excuſing the Guilty, ſhould be a 
mark of God's Deteſtation of Sin; of, that 
two acts of the higheſt Injuſtice ſnould 
make one of Juſtice, is ſo fundamentally 
wrong, ſo diametrically oppoſite to com- 
mon-ſenſe, and all our ideas of Juſtice, that 
it is equally aſtoniſhing that ſo many ſhould 
believe it themſelves or impoſe it upon others, 
But on the foregoing theory this alſo may 
be a little cleared up, and will by no means 
appear ſo very inconſiſtent with Reaſon: 
for if a certain quantity of Miſery in ſome 
part of the Univerſal Syſtem is neceſſary to 
the ' Happineſs and Well-being of the: 
Whole; and if this neceſlity ariſes from its 
anſwering ſome purpoſes incomprehenſible, | 
to the human Underſtanding; I will aK 
1220 L 3 any 
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any impartial Reaſoner, Why the Sufferings 


of one Being may not © anſwer” the ſame 
Ends, or be as effectual towards promoting 


Univerſal Good as the Sufferings of an- 
other? If the Miſeries of Individuals are to 
be looked upon as taxes which they are o- 


bliged to pay towards the ſupport of the | 


Publick, why may not the ſufferings of one 
Creature ſerve the ſame purpoſes, « or abſolve 
+26 much of that neceſſary tax as the Suffer- 
ings. of another, and on that account be ac- 
cepted as a payment or ſatisfaction for their 
Suffarings; that is, for the Sufferings due 
to the Publick Utility from the puniſhment 
of their crimes, without which the Happi- 
neſs of the whole could not ſubſiſt, unleſs 
they ſhould be replaced by the Sufferings of 
others? Ag we are entirely ignorant why 
* has any exiſtence at all, or what in- 

v1 | | tereſt 
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tereſt it ſerves in the general Syſtem of 
things, this may poſſibly be the caſe for any 
thing we know; and that it is not, I am 
certain no one can affirm with Reaſon: 
Reaſon indeed cannot inform us that it is ſo, 
but that it may be, is undoubted]y no con- 
tradiction to Reaſon. 


2 


If I wiſtake not i wight be enn that 
this principle of the neceſſity of Moral Evil, 
and its puniſhment, is the foundation on 
which the whole fabrick of the Chriſtian 


Diſpenſation is erected z the principle itſelf - | 


18 avowed by the Author of that Diſpenſa- 
tion in clear, and expreſs words: It muſt 
needs be, ſays he, that Offences come ; but woe 
unto that Man by whom the Offence cometh, 
That is, it is neceflary towards compleating 

the deſigns of providence, that fome Men 

| Ly 
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ſhould commit crimes; but as no Indivi- 
dual is compelled by neceſſity to commit 

them, Woe unto all, who are thus guilty. 

He came by his excellent precepts, and ex- 

ample, to diminiſh the quantity of Moral 

Evil in the World, and of Miſery conſe- 

quential from its puniſhment, but found it 
neceſſary to replace that Miſery in ſome de- 

gree by his own voluntary, and unmerited 
| Sufferings: and perhaps the wiiparale' 
tortures inflicted on his diſciples and follow- 
ers might be alſo neceſſary, and ſubſervient 
ip the ſame FEES 


de ue les ben, bes 11 think, 
it is evident that the Origin of Evil is by 
no means ſo difficult to account for as at 
firſt ſight it appears; for it has been 


| ian ſhewn that moſt of thoſe we an 
hg "i: | com- 
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complain of are Evils of Imperſection, 
which are rather the abſence of compara- 
tive Advantages than poſitive Evils, and 
therefore, properly ſpeaking, no Evils at all; 
and as ſuch, ought to be intirely ſtruck out of 
the Catalogue. It has likewiſe been made 
appear, that of natural Evils, which are the 
ſufferings of ſenſitive Beings, many are but 
the conſequences naturally reſulting from 
the particular circumſtances of particular 
-ranks in the ſcale of Exiſtence, which could 
not have been omitted without the deſtruc- 
tion of the Whole ; and that many more 


are in all probability neceſſary, by means to 
us incomprehenſible, to the production of 
Univerſal Good. Laſtly, it has been ſug- 
geſted, that from this neceſſity of Natural 
Evils may ariſe the expediency of Moral, 
without which thoſe neceſſary Sufferings 


muſt 


Fg 
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ruſt have been with leſs juſtice inflicted on 
perfect innocence; and moreover, that it 


zs probable Moral Evil, as well as Natural, 


may have ſome ultimate tendency to the 
Good of the Whole; and that the crimes 
and puniſhments of fome Beings may, by 
ſome means or other, totally beyond the 
reach of our narrow capacities, contribute to 

the F elicity of much een ter en | 


_ 2 Sir, Lam W is not 
far diſtant from the Truth; and on this 
Foundation, if I miſtake not, a Syſtem 
of Morality and Religion, more compleat 

and folid, more conſiſtent with Reaſon, 
and with Chriſtianity too, might be erected 


mu any which has yet appeared: 1 bearti- 


Jy with that ſome perſon of more learning, 
Ale, and li chan myſelf, (and much 


mers 
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more, I am fure, of all it would require) 
encouraged by your Favour, and aſſiſted 


by your Sagacity, would undertake it, and 


condeſcend to fill up theſe out-lines ſo inac- 
curately ſketched out by, 


SIR, &. # 
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BT TER V. 
On Political Evils. 


SIR, + $50 
A CCORDING tomy propoſed. 
Plan there ſtill remain two forts of 
Evils to be accounted for, Political and 
Religious; under which heads, (if you are 
not already tired with ſo abſtruſe and un- 
entertaining a correſpondence) l ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew you, that it js utterly impoſſi - 
45 ble, even for Omnipotence itſelf, to give a 
perfect Government, or a perfect Religion 
3 | 10 to 


- * * 


* 
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to an imperfect Creature; and therefore, that 
the numberleſs imperfections inherent in all 


human Governments and Religions, are not 
im putable to God, nor any defect of power, 
wiſdom, or goodneſs in Him ; but only to 
the inferiority of Man's ſtation in the Uni- 


_ verſe, which neceſſarily expoſes him to 


Natural and Moral Evils, and muſt, for 
the ſame Reaſon, to Political and Religious; 


| which are indeed but the Conſequences of 


the other. Superior Beings may probably 
form to themſelves, or receive from their 
Creator, Government without Tyrangy or 
Corruption, and Religions withour Delu- 
ſions or Abſurdities; but Man cannot God 
indeed may remove him into ſo exalted a 


Society; but whilſt he continues to be Man, 


he muſt be ſubject to innumerable Evils; 


- amongſt which thoſe I call Political and 


Religious are far from being the leaſt. 1 
8 i 
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But as theſe two kinds of Evils are very 
different, they will require different conſi- 
derations ; I ſhall therefore in the preſent 
confine myſelf to the Political only ; by 
which I, mean all thoſe grievous burthens 


of Tyranhy and Oppreſſion, of Violence 
and Corruption, of War and Deſola- 


tion under which all Ages and nations 
have ever groaned on account of Go- 
vernment : little leſs deſtructive perhaps to 


the happineſs of Mankind, than even A- 
narchy itſelf 3 bur which, notwithſtanding, 


are ſo woven into the 1 very Eſſence of all 


Human Governments from the Depravity 
of Man, that without them none can be 


5 eſtabliſhed, tmajntained or adminif- 
. without changing that Depravity 
co perfection; that is, without a compleat 


F Alteration in Human Nature... How this 


M comes 
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Ge 3 to paſs may 5 ealily explained by 
a fort Hana firſt into the nature 
and origin of Government i in geheral, and 
afterwards i into thoſe of particblar Forms 
and Policies; ys which nothing has been 
more common 70 wid dertood and miſre- 
W n 
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"As 6 to Government | in general, it is no 
wonder, that it is fo | productive of Evil, 
Hace its very Ni ale conſiſts of Power 
walted © in the bands of f ſuch imperfect and 
vicious "Creatures a Mien, and exerciſed 
yer. Others as imperfect d Vicious 
as as. themſelves; in Which 25 muſt be 
vice, Avarice and. Crielty bi one Side 3 


| OY ind 0 and Selk. Interelt on 
"b6th." Its Origih alſo ariſes from the ſame 
pee fource 6f hutihh ThipeteRti6a ; thir 


is, 
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8, Men being neither wiſe nor honeſt e- 
nough, to purſue their common or mu- 
tual intereſts without Compulſion, are o- 
bliged; o ſubmit to ſome, in order to fe- 
cure their lives and properties from the de- 
predations of all; but tho? this Neceſſity 
drives them into ſome kind of Govern- 
ment, yet it can never decide who ſhall 
| govern, becauſe. all Men being by nature 
equal, every one has an equal right to this 
ſuperiority: this therefore can be determi- 

ned only by more Imperfections ; that is, 

by the Struggles of Ambition, Treachery» 

Violence aad Corruption; from ſucceſs 

in, which univerſal ſcramble are derived 
all the mighty/Empires of the Earth: One 
Man at firſt by ſome of theſe methods 
acquiring the command over a few, then 
by their aid extending his power over 


„ 
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fiſtance of thoſe numbers, united by the 
advantage of plundering others, ſub- 
duing all oppoſition: : and thus we ſee all 
human Government is the Offspring of 
Violence and Corruption, and muſt inhe- 
rit the imperfection of both its parents. It 
is pl ain alſo that national Governments 
can never be ſupported by any other me- 
thods than thoſe by which they were at 
firſt” rais'd ; for, being all independent of 
each other, and retaining ſtill their original 
inclination to devour each other; 'and ha- 
ving no ſuperior tribunal to refer to for 
Juſtice, they can have no means to ſecure 
their own poſſeſſions, or to repel their mu- 
- tual: encroachments, but by force, which 
is call'd the Right of War that is; the 
right of doing all the wrong that lies in 
their power: For war, however dignified 
with honours and — conquer- 
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ors and their flatterers, is in fact nothing. 
elle bur.robbery and murder. Nations ha- 
ving no more right to plunder each other | 
than Pariſhes, nor Men to kill one another 
in their — than 1 in their Private capa- 
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If we look into-the internal coofiimations 
of all theſe Governments, we ſhall find 
likewiſe, that they muſt be adminiſtred 
by the ſame violence and corruption to 
which they are indebted for their Ori- 
gin; that is, by hiring: one part of 
the ſociety to force the other into ſub⸗ 
| jection 3 and that none of them ever ſub- 
ſiſted any longer than whilſt the ſtronger 
part, not always the moſt numerous, found 
it for their advantage to keep the weaker 
in obedience: for it ſhould be ever re- 
membered, as the fundamental of all poli- 
| M 3 tics, 


7 — 
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ties, that Men will never ſubmit to each o- 
che merely for the fake of publick Utility e, 
too remote a benefit to make any impteſion 
05 the dull ſenſes ot the multicide; bur muſt 
be always beat or bribed into obedience. 
Higher orders of Beings may ſubmit to 


If any one is ſo ignorant of human nature, 
à to fancy that they will, let him make the ex- 
perithent in a ſingle pariſh, and there, if without 
Power or Compulſion,. Intereſt or, Gratuity, 
de firopeyh of. reaſon, and, mode ef 
i enge de-de tbe jnhabitante 

to, ſubmit to equal and. neceſſary taxes, to tepair 
roads, build bridges, iriclole commons, drain 
matſhes, ' employ their poor, vr perform any 
werks of general Utility : if he can 4cdompliſh 
this let him retain his opinion, but if he finds it 
utterly impracticable, let him not expect, that it 
can ever be done in whole Natian, in which 
F 


a bſurdities to contend with, ts af" 
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each other, on nobler matiyes, from their 
ſenſe of Virtue or of univerſal Benefit; but 
Fear of Puniſhment or the hopes of Re- 
ward z that is, by Self- imereſt, the great. 
Principle that operates in the political 
World in the ſame manner that Attraction 
does in the natural, preſerving order and 
reſtraining every thing to its proper courſe 
by the continual endeavours of every indi- 
vidual to draw . and property 10 
himſellff arent oi. the 7. ml 


1 If we Aeſeend to the examination of par- 


ueular forms of. governineat, we "ſhall ſee 
oM bond 00 


* Theie is indeed ons other method of Go- 
vernment frequently made uſe of by the malt af 
trious Princes and Legiſlators, that is Fraud : but, 
as this operates only by the appearance of Self⸗ 
| Tatereſ}, it wy i be R omg un- 


der that head. MII dug 
M 4 them 
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them all exactly correſpond with this gene- 
ral plan; we ſhall find that none of them 
doe their Origin to patriarchal power, the 

divine right of Princes, or the uninfluen- 
ced choice of the People ; things which 
never exiſted but in the idle dreams of vi- 
fionary politicians;; but all to the ſtruggles 
of ambition and Self-Intereſt, ſubſiding at 
| laſt into ſome kind of Policy; either into 

abſolute Monarchy or ſome ſpecies of po- 
pular Government more or leſs: \remote 
from it, as the different parts of it have 
had Strength or Fortune to prevail; all 
which muſt be carried on by the ſame viti- 
ous methods of Violence or Corruption, 
and conſequently-be-produttive of _—_— 
om — m men 


* „ . 1 


10 ble ennie for 1 
gra violence muſt be exerciſed, to keep 
_ * men, 
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men; by nature equal, in ſo unnatural a 
Subjection; this muſt produce plots, re- 
bellions, civil wars and maſſacres; and 
theſe muſt tequire more Violence to repreſs 
them : but this Violence cannot be uſed 
without much Corruption; for it is not 
the perſon. of the ſoyereign, his eromm and 
ſcepter, that can preſerve his authority, 
nor can he deſtroy thouſands with his n 
hand, like a Hero in -a Romance; a p. 
erful army muſt be kept in pay to enſlave 
the people, and a numerous clergy to de- 
ceive them ue whoſe anhites. avarice, 
bes bees reread 6s if the Auth by 
this deſigned to infinuate that the whole buli- 


neſs of the Clergy was to deveive the people; 
than which noth eng can be more diſtant from 
his intentions: all that he means is, that Men 
will not eaſily ſubmit to Tyranny unleſs their 
conſciences are firſt inſlaved y or that popery is 
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the blood and treaſures of that very People 
as a reward ſor their ſervices: hence infinite 
Evil muſt ariſe, the lives, liherties and 
properties of all muſt be dependent on the 
caprieious will of One, or, what is worſe, 
on the wills of his pimps, flatterers and fa- 
vourites: juſtice muſt be perverted by fa- 
vour, and that favour can ſeldom be ob- 
tditied but by adulation, ſervility and'trea: 
chery * this produces all kinds of Mora 7 
m «nd theſe beget more ene 
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VY 10 e Governments, if ww 
is leſs Violence there is more Corruptign ; ; 
Which in theſe, jndeed is the Baß of ll 
. and productive of the, waſt a 


5 at moſt effetual r a 


propoſition which Fea Kees el 
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chievous effeRts 3 hers all things are at the 
diſpofal of an ignorant and giddy Multi- 
tude, always led to their own- deſtruction 
by the flimſy eloquence and pretended pa- 
triotiſm of Knaves, Fools, and enthuſiaſ- 
tic Madmen; or commonly of ſome en. 
traordinary Genius, formed for popularity 
by a lucky compoſition of all theſe exeel- 
lent ingredients; all ſubordination is ſub· 
verted ; and the moſt inſolent and vitious 


of the BY muſt be careſſed, "bribed and 
intoxicated, and by that means rendered 
ſtill more inſolent and vitious; ; and all 
who by ' theſe methods acquire their favour 
muſt be no leſs vitious than thenifelves. 
If in defpotic Governments Power cannot 
be attained but by Servility and Adulation, 
in Democratical it ean never be acquired 
but by the more pernicious Vices of Tur- 
bulence and Faction; for which ' Reaſon 
TO theſe 


- 
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theſe are ever ſure to be governed by the 
moſt wicked, mee, ans 
| miſchievous of n e 
A DYC nr a . 

- 74 + Mixed 8 A pro- 
ductive of fewer Evils than either of the 
former, yet muſt neceſſarily, partake of 
thoſe belonging to both, and be ſupported 
by more or leſs of Violence, as they more 
or leſs approach the Deſpotic; or of Cor- 
ruption, as they come. nearer to the Demo- 
cratical Principles: the further they ſhrink 
from the iron. ſcourges of the one, the 
more will they be entangled j in the golden 


"LY fetters of the other; for Corruption muſt 


always increaſe in due proportion to che 
decreaſe of arbitrary Power, ſince where 
there is leſs power to command obedience, 
there muſt be more bribery to purchaſe it, 
or * can be no Government at all. 
2 ; | Theſe 
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Theſe have beſides many Evils peculiar to 
themſelves, the very excellence of theſe 
ſort of Conſtitutions being productive of 
inconveniences : for this excellence conſiſ- 
ting principally in this, that their different 
parts are able to counteract each others 
miſchievous intentions, the reins of Go- 
vernment are kept tight only by each pul- 
ling a different way, and they ſubſiſt by a 
perpetual contention, like a body kept a- 
live by the oppoſite effects of contrary 
poiſons: a very precarious and uneaſy kind 
of exiſtence! This expoſes them in ſome 
meaſure to all the Evils incident to both 
abſolute and popular Governments, tho' 
in a leſs degree: to the oppreſſion of the 
one, and the licentiouſneſs of the other, 
to factions at home, weakneſs abroad, and 
infinite expence in all parts of their admi- 
niſtration: yet are theſe mixed conſtituti- 
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ons the very beſt een eigen bull 
ever diſcover: We" 16a human 
— f TIC? wen wihttng.) #..70 
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_— 5 _ ale from the 8 
Things and the Nature of Man, and not 
from the Wealeneſs or Wickedneſs of par- 
ticular Men, or their accidental aſcendency 
in particular Governments : the degrees of 
them may indeed be owing to theſe, but 
their exiſtence is immutable. So long as 
the Imperſection of human nature conti 
nues, o long will Princes, for the moſt 
part, convert that power with which they 
ate truſted ſor the fake of publick Utility, 
to the ignoble ends of their own avarice, 
luxury ot ambition ; ſo long will the people 
prefer preſent Self. intereſt to remote benefits 
ariſing; from national proſperity; and ſo 
long will corrupt miniſters employ this 
85 \ E . po- 
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popular, veiialtty to their own private ad- 
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I is ths miſapprehenfion of this, that is 


- the fundamental error of all ignorant, but 
avg meaning, Ice politicians “, 6 of 
wh 

* 

5 It is a 1 -bat # cxrtaſn Truth that in 
politicks moſt principles ſpeculatively right are 
practicalſy wrong: to give a few inſtances of 
this kind out of many commonly adopted: viz. 
that thoſe who are poſſeſt of moſt property will 
ar beſt in its defence: that national buſigeſs is 
"moſt ſucceſsfully carried on by aſſemblies of Men 
uninfluenced and unconnected: that ' unbounded 
Liberty, civil and eccleſiaſtical is moſt; condu- 
cive to publick happineſs and virtue: all theſe 
_ propoſitions have reaſon on their fide, but experi- 
ence againſt them : they all captivate vulgar minds, 
be- 


— 
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all; ** the moſt untractable in govern- 
Want and miſchievous i in buſineſs, the en. 


gines with which knaves work, and the 
ladders on which they mount to prefer- | 
ment: who endeavour to deſttoy all go- 
vernments, becauſe they are not perfect; 
and oppoſe all adminiſtrations, becauſe 
they cannot govern men by ſuch means as 
they are not deſign d, or form'd to be go. 
verned by : who, by a Syſiphzan kind of 
Politics, are ever labouring to roll up a 


Kone, that” muſt. recoil upon them ;,and 
becauſe dy look like truth, and they look like 
truth, becauſe they would be true if mankind in 
eee acted upon honeſt or even upon rational 
principles, but as in ſact they do neither they 
are utterly falſe, and all politieal ſtructures built 


on ſuch unſtable foundations will Inevitably fall 
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60 render that faultleſs, which infinite 

power and wiſdom cannot exempt from in- 

oonveniences, Y er and im is. 

<1165M 7 Sei: Hume. Int 
neu enumerate all of this "a 

which candot be excluded from Goveru- 4 

ment without the total alteration of human 

nature, they would be endleſs; to inſtance 

but a few; all political bodies, like the na · 

tural, muſt have the ſeeds of their omn 

diſſolution ſown in their very eſſence nce, and 

Hike chene be deſtroyed ) every excels; 

by exceſs of poverty or riches, of flavery 

or liberty,” of ignorance or knowledge, of 

averſity or proſperity: 4 ſtrong proof 

their imperfe&tion, that they cannot bear 

exceſs even of the greateſt good ; and yer | 

they cannot be formed of more durable 

materials, ſo long as they are conſtituted 

of buman creatures. Al Four truſted in 

$55 z N the 
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the hands of ſo imperfect a creaturg as man, 
muſt be pernicious and opprefliye, and yet 
ſomewhere. duch power muſt - be. truſted. 
"All human Laws muſt be liableto miſcon- 


ſtruction, and uncortainty, yet without 
Laws property cannot be ſeeurd. All po- 
pular Elections muſt be attended with 
corruption, licentiouſneſ and the perver- 
ſan of juſtice, yet without them the liber- 
tywef no countsy- can be preſerx'd. All 
national proyiſions- ſon ihe poor muſt not 
only.. bs encaurggements/ to idlggeſs, bur 
produttwe of conteſts, and oſtentimes of 
eruelty: et without ſuch many, honeſt but 
vnlgrjunare people mult inevitably; periſh, 
All religious teſts, and ſubſcriptians, are ; 
; in their own natures ſubverſive of truth and 
morals; yet the, folly of one part af man 

8 kind, and the knayery of the other, will 
F permit app e ra ſubbitt 
4 * | without 
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withaut them. Trade and wealth are the 
ſtrength, and che purſuif of eyery wiſe nati- 
on, yet theſe muſt certainly produce Luxu 
ry, hich no leſs certainly mult produce 
theit deſtruction. All. War is 4 complitay, 
tion of all manger of Evils natural and 
moral, that is, of miſery and wickedneſs; 
t without it national contentions can ne- 
er, be determin d. No Government can 
be 3 on, nor ſubprdiqation preſery d, 
wichout forms, and ceremonials, pomp, 
and parade; yet. all ſuch from tt 1 inferi- 
ority of human nature giving itſelf airs. of 
grandeur ang. magnificenge, and the deſpir 
cable, expedients it is obliged ta bayege: 

courſe to ſupport it, muſt always x 
fomeching mean and ridiculgus in them 10 
exalted underſtandings. . AI rovernments 
are in à great meaſure upheld by abſurd 
notions infuſed into the minds of the peo: 

Ng St N92 | le, 
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. — or family to reign over chem; 34 
fooliſh pattiality for ſome particulat ſpot 
of ground; an outrageous zeil for ſome 
religion which they cannot underſtand, or 
a ſenſeleſs purſuit of Glory which they can 
never attain ; theſe are all falſe principles, 
| yet without them, or ſome like them, no 
nation can long ſubliſt : they can never be 
defended by reaſon, yet reaſon cat produce 
no others chat can ſupply their placts. E- 
very flouriſhing nation endeavours to im- 
prove Arts, and cultivate Reaſon and good | 
ſenſe; yer, if theſe are extended too far, 
or too univerſally diffug'd, no national 
government or national religion can long 
ſtand their gound ; ; for it is with old 
Eſtabliſhments a as with old houſes, their de- 
formities are commonly their ſupports, 


and theſe can never be remoy'd, withour 
endan- 


endangering the whole fabrick. In ſhort; 
no Government can be adminiſter'd with · 
out in ſome degree deceiving the people, 
oppreſſing the mean, indulging the great, 
corrupting the venal, oppoſing factions ti 
each other, and n with er | 
ties. > | 


It is this Sd for Evil in all Go- 
vernment, which gives that weight and 
popularity, which uſually attends. all thoſe 
who oppoſe, and calumniate any Govern- 
ment whatever; appearing always to have 
reaſon on their ſide, becauſe the Evils of 
all power are conſpicuous to the meaneſt 
capacity, whereas the neceſſity for thoſe. 
Evils are perceivable only to ſuperior un- 


derſtandings: every one can feel the bur- | 
then of taxes, and ſee the inconveniences 


of armies, places, and penſions, that muſt 
N 3 encereaſe 
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encreaſe them, but very few are able to coma 
prehend that no Government can be ſup- 
ported without them in a certain degree; 
and that the more liberty any nation enjoys, 
me greater muſt be their number, and ne- 
city. The moſt ignorant can perceive 
the miſchiefs that muſt ariſe from corrupt 
Miniſters and venal Parliaments; but it re- 
| quires ſome ſagacity to diſcern, that aſſem- 
blies of men unconnected by ſelf-intereſt 
will no more draw together in the buſi. 
neſs” of the publick than horſes" without 
hatneſs or bridles; but, like them, [inſtead 
of being quietly guided in the right road 
of general utility, will immediately run ri- 
ot, ſtop the wheels of government, and 
| un all the paſſat machine to eee . 


— 


em ente it comes to 0 pch that all ig- 


bormt vrongheaded * naturally run 
into 


ORI6IN of EVIL. 183 
into oppoſition | and faction, whilſt the wiſe 
man knows that theſe Evils cannot be era- 
dicated, and that their exceſs only can be 
prevented ʒ that thus far every honeſt man 
will endeavour to his utmoſt, but to pro- 
ceed farther . fools will hope for, or 
knaves pretend. He knows that numbers 
of men. muſt always act in the ſame man- 
ner, if in the ſame circumſtances ; that Po- 
liticks are a Science as redutible to certain- | 
ty as Mathematicks, and in them effects as 
invariably follow their . cauſes : that the 
operations of Will are as uniform, as thoſe 
of matter and motion; and that tho” the 
actions of individuals are contingencies, 
thoſe of numbers are conſtant, and invari- 
able: that, tho' a ſingle man may poſſibly 
prefer-publick utility to private advantage, 
it is utterly impofſible, that the majority of 
. bodies ſhould be actuated by the 
N 4 ſame 
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ſame generous, and . patriotic principles - 
theſe can ſpring only from Virtue and WiC. 
dom, benevolent hearts, ang comprehenſive 


- in This May be demonſtrated by a familiar 
Iafance: It is by no means uncommon for a ſin- 
gle Die to come up a Six, altho' the odds againſt 
it are five to one, but that a Majority of five 
| hundred Dice ſhould at the ſame time come up 
Six's is ſcarcely within the power of Fortune; 
becauſe the Odds againſt each individual become 
almoſt infinite when operating upon the whole 
five hundred together. For the fame reaſon, ſup- 
poſing every Sixth Man to be wiſe, honeſt, and 
public-ſpirited, which ſurely in any Country i is a 
very liberal allowance, there would nat be the 
ſmalleſt probability that the Majority « any fire 
hundred to be choſen out of the whole, would 
be of that ſort, tho' eleAgd with the utmoſt im- 
partiality ; but, if ambition, ſelf-intereſt, and 
corruption interfere in the choice, as they moſt 
infallibly will, theſe will render it totally impof- 
7 | i 
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underſtandings 3. which, being the portign 
but of a few more exalted individuals, 
can never be ſound in che multitude to be 
govern ' d: nor can they be beſtoꝶ d in any 
extraordinary degree on thoſe who govern, 
who would thereby. be rendered unfit ſor 
their occupations: Stateſmen and Miniſters, 
who muſt be hackney d in the ways of men, 
cannot be made of ſuch pure and reſin d 
materials; peculiar muſt be the compoſiti 
on of that little creature call'd a Great Man. 
He muſt be form'd of all kinds of contra- 
ditions : he muſt be indefatigable in buſi- 
neſs, to fit him ſor the labours of his Mtion, 
and at the ſame time fond of pleaſures, to 
enable him to attach many to his intereſts 
by a participation of their vices : He muſt 
be maſter of much artifice and knavery, 
his ſituation requiring him to employ, and 

be employed by, fo many knavey W 
THE” i muſt 
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aſt” have Wehe lioneſty, or th6ſe very 
knives will be- unwilling to troſt him: 
He muſt be poſſeſs d of great magnanimity 
perpetually toconfront ſurrounding enemies, 
and impending "dangers; yet of great 
meanneſs, to flatter thoſe enemies, and ſuf- 
fer tamely continual injuries, and abuſes: 
He muſt be wiſe enough to conduct the 
great affairs of Mankind with fagacity and 
ſacceſs, and to acquire riches and honours 
for his reward; and at the ſame time fool- 
Hh enough to thing it worth a wiſe man's 
: while to meddle with ſuch affairs at all, and 

to accept of fuch gpaginary | rewards for 
real ſufferings. Since then in all human 
Governments ſuch muſt the Governors, and 
foch the Governed eternally be, it is certain 
they muſt be ever big with numberlefs im- 
Perfections, and 'produQtive of abundant 


Evits : and it is no * plain, that if infinite 
** Good- 
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moral Evils, infloes Power can never He 
vent Political. 


* N, 


I dee, Se, the Rae Lrhape bes 
drawn of human nature, and human Go- 
vernment, will not appear to you too much 
of the Caricature kind : your experience in 
both muſt inform you that it is like, 
tho? your good nature may incline you to 
be ſorry that it is ſo. I truſt likewiſe to 
your good ſenſe to diſtinguiſh, that what 
has here been ſaid of their imperfections, 
and abuſes, is by no means intended as a 
defence of them, but meant only to ſhew 
their neceſſty to this every wiſe man ought 
quietly to ſubmit, endeavouring at the ſame 
time to redreſs them to the utmoſt of his 
power; which can be effected by one me- 
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_ thog only; that is, by a reformation of 
Manners.: for as all Political Evils derive 
their Original from Moral, theſe can never 


be remov'd, until thoſe are firſt amended. 
He, therefore, who ſtrictly adheres to 


Virtue and Sobriety in his conduct, and in- 


forces them by his example, does more real 
ſervice to a State, than he who diſplaces | 
a Miniſter, or dethrones a Tyrant ; this 
gives but atemporary relief, but that exter- 
minates the Cauſe. of the diſeaſe, No i im- 


moral Man then can poſſibly be a true pa- 
triot;; and all thoſe who profeſs Outrageous 
zeal for the liberty and proſperity of their 
Country, and at the ſame time infringe ber 
laws, affront ber religion, and debauch her 
people, are but | deſpicable. Quacks, by 


EY — er ignoraner increaſing the diſorders 
| they 
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they pretend to remedy as ſuch, I know, 

they have always appear'd to your ſuperior 

judgment, and ſuch they are ever eſteem'd 
by, 


SIR, Kc. 


* 8. 


LE x- 


* 


** 


— 
* 
* — — . 
8— 2 4 — 
* 0 EY « — 

— : — 2 5 „2 
o 6 * 
=, - 
8 ®, 


> 


— * - 
"_ 4 - 
- 1 
** 4 
* - ag * 
. 
» ” 
- * - 
. buy... 0 
"2 > + * 
* — 
—— 
o 
» - . * 
. * 
* wy 
+ 
— - 
* 9 
5 * 


* 


LETTER Vh 


ON 


+ 


sE1G100s EviILs. 


* 
7 * 
* 
& 
Sa. « 

Wu 

—_ 9 
= 

- 

* — 
J #* 
- 
1 
= 
» 
. 
- 
* 
FR 
- 
— 
Fl 

"4 


5 LA. , 3. © 
La 0 1 3 23S 1 148 
7 : 4 L £ 5 22004 l 
n A. do * 
* £5 - * * 
* ” T T_T 9 "= wor 4 "vi 


* . * 8 
14 ” *. 4 137% : of 4 4 , - : * 

x 4 
| N +4 , | -\ . " — g 
* * - 4 — 9 S 2 FY 

_ * 
2 0 * * 
1 . , % " 4 s 4 £f' »* - 

* * . 1 - - + - "IK. — „ 


a Nine N 
nnn as 


% 
PR ” _ " . 
4434 2 4 1 4 


81 P 
NOW. come to my lf head of Evils, 


which 1 call Religious; by which 1 


mean all that madneſs, and folly, into which 
mankind have perpetually fallen under the 


Perſecutions, Maſſacres, and Martyrdoms, 
which es have been induced to inflict, and 
others to ſuffer, from an Enthufiaftic Zeal 


for thoſe errors and abfurdities : Evils of 
y O the 


name * Fea, together with all thoſe 


0 OCD I er Rn —— — — —— — — 
— — « 
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the moſt enormous ſize and which of all 
others are the moſt difficult to be accounted 
for, as their exiſtence ſeems moſt inconſiſ- 
tent with infinite Goodneſs, and moſt eaſi- 
ly preventable by infinite Power. For, tho 
humun nature could not be exempted from 
natural and moral Evil (as has been ſhewn) 
even by Om nipotence, yet, 1 would 
think, 4 far leſs degree of power might have 
been ſufficient to have defended it from Re- 
ligious; by imparting to Mankind a true, N 
rational, and explicit ſyſtem of Theology, 

 qod-Echicks; by, which meang all che ab- 
furdities of falls, Religions, and all the ca 
* -lamities flowing. from. thoſe. Fbluriries, 
would;'-have, been effectually prevented. 
Wonderful therefore muſt it appear, ſince 
che happineſs of Men, thro! eycry Part of 
their exiſtence, o much depends on their 
ee , RF eee right 


91127 8 no- 
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notions.of God and his Attributes, of their 
duty to him, and their behaviour toeachotherʒ 
moſt wonderful I ſay and aſtoniſhing it muſt 
appear, that a wiſe and benevolent Creator 
ſhould ſo far have deſerted his Creatures on 
this important occaſion, as to have ſufferec 
them thro” all generations to have wanders 
_ amidſt ſuch perilous precipices in the 
dark; or if at any time he has voughſafed 

them any ſupernatural light, that it ſhould 

have been ſo faint and glimmering that it has 

rather ſerved to terrify, them with the gloo- 
my proſpect of their danger than to enable 


them to avoid 1 it. 


85 an CHOIRS © 


U. . 


Ic 10 


E we * pre as far as hiſtory 1 will 
carry us, we ſhall find, all ages and; | nations 
practiſing, . under the name of Religion, 
ſuch: inhuman, obſcene, ſtupid and gxegxa» 


ble r that it would diſgrace human 
10010 O 2 Nature 
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Nature but to enumerate them: we ſhall 
ſee the wiſeſt Men of the wiſeſt Countries 
conſulting Oracles of wood and ſtone, and 
confiding in the fooliſh ſuperſtition of the 


flight of birds, the entrails of beaſts; and 
the pecking of chickens ; we ſhall ſee them 
butchering their innocent herds and flocks | 
as an attonement for their vices, and ſacrifi- 
cing their enemies, their ſlaves, their chil- 
dren, and ſometimes themſelves, to appeaſe 
the wrath of their imaginary Deities, of 
whoſe worſhip no cruelty was too horrid to 
be made a part; and by whoſe infamous 
examples no wickedneſs was too'execrable 
to he patroniſed. At length Chriſtianity 

appeared, a ſketch of Morality the moſt 
rational, and of Religion the moſt ſublime 
the World had ever ſeen ; which, if ever 
God condeſcended to reveal his Will to 
* undoubtedly makes the faireſt pre- 


a 7 tenſions 
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tenſions to be that Revelation: and indeed, 
if we ſeriouſly conſider its internal Excel- 
lence, the reaſonableneſs of its Morality, 
the ſublimity of its Theology, that it alone 
has fixed the right Criterion of Virtue, :- 
lone diſcovered the magnanimity of For- | 
giveneſs : that its notions of the Deity, his 
attributes and diſpenſations, are fo unlike 
all that ever entered into the heads of the 
wiſeſt philoſophers of preceding ages, and 
yet ſo well confirmed by the learned diſco- 
veries of all ſucceeding times; ſo far exal- 
ted above all human reaſon: and yet ſo con- 
ſonant with jt, and what is moſt concluſive, 
ſo infinitely above the Capacities: of thoſe 
who publiſhed them to the World; if we 
add to this its obſcure riſe and amazing pro- 
greſs, I think, we can ſcarcely doubt but 


that there muſt be ſomething Supernatural 
Og n 
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| in id: and yet, with” all theſe marks of Di- 
viniry: ſtamped upon it, ar frat abfvering 
that idea of Perfection which we might ex- 
pect from che divine Interpoſition, bs 
but a Sketch whoſe Out lines indeed appear 
ide Work af a conſummate "Maſter, but 
| fled up fam dme eo time by unoqual and 
injudicious hands. It had many defects in 
as inſtitution, and was attended with many 
| and great-Evils-in its confequences ; in ite 
| Wy it wanted e *Authen- 


_— $YB <9 01 (an 7 . 2 * 


V want of Authenticity is here mots 
the want of that demonſtrable, and infallible Au- 


thority, « of which all, hiſtorical Fach are in their 
own "Natures incapable z and which, had the 
friends of the Chriſtian Revelation never pretend- | 


ed to beſtow upon it, the truth of that Event 
| Had deen no more diſputed; than the truth . 


9 other — whatſoever. a1 
CO: , ticity, 


* 
— 
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ticity,..* Perſpicuity and Policy. and 
in its conſequences it was ſoon corrupt - 
ed, and from that corruption productive 
of the moſt miſchievous 2 Its great 

Au- 


The want of Perſpicuity in this Revelation 
needs ſurely no other teſtimony, than the Mil- 
lions of Writers, who for ſeventeen Centuries 
have labour'd to demonſtrate, harmoniſe, -fyſte- 
miſe, illuſtrate, and explain every one of its 
Doctrines; and the no leſs numberleſs, and ya- 
rious Opinions, that remain to this Day concer- 
ning them all: much indeed of this obſcurity has 
| proceeded'from Men's endeavours to make it 
what they fancied it ſhould have been, dut for 
which it was never intended); that is à regular, 
clear and. explicit n moral and ann 
ſitutes meh . 


'+ By Policy is is here meant all Inflitatians 2 
Regulations of human Government, both civil, | 
and ecdefiaſtical ; concerning which the Author 
of the Chriſtian Religion has carefully avoided 

04 giv- 
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Author deſigned it not to be exempted 
from any of theſe Imperfe®tions, He re- 


| vealed it only to. a ſmall and obſcure « core 
£7 Y r 


** any directions. All theſe he has leſt to 


de ordered by every State in ſuch a manner as 


hall appear ta them moſt convenient, and has 
commanded his diſciples to be ſubject, as Men, 
to their Qrdinances nat only' for J/rath but for 
Conſdence ſale; but foreſeeing the infinite miſ- 
chiefs that muſt ariſe from truſting human Crea- 
tures with a divine Power, he has forbid them as 
Chriſtians, either to exerciſe, or ſubmit to any 
authority over each other, under any pretence 
of.its. being; derived! from himſelf :; I now, he 
— ſays, [hat the Pringes of the Gentiles exerciſe domi- 

mon over them, and they that are great exerciſe. au» 
9225 upon them z, But it all not be /o emen you ; 

| Mat. XX. 2 5. "a And perhaps there is no 


Se... 4 | 


ronger proof of t the divine Wiſdom of this great 
ea of. War a chan the extraordinary 


eau 


„ 
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ner of the World in Parables and Miyſte- 
ries: He guarded not its original Purity, 
which ſeems to have died with himſelf, by 
committing it to any written Records, but 


left it in the hands of illiterate Men, who, 
tho* they were honeſt enough to die for i it, 


were neyer wiſe enough perfectly to under- 
ſtand it. All Policy he diſclaims in expreſs 
Words, faying, My kingdom i is not of this 
World ; that is, I meddle not with the Po- 
litical Affairs of Mankind; I. teach Men 
to deſpiſe the World, but not to govern. it. 
Nor did He expect any better conſequences 
from its progreſs than thoſe which actually 


caution with which he has paſſed over a ſubject, 
on which no rules could be preſcribed not incon- 
ſiſtent either with Practice or with Virtue: and 
yet a Subject which all other Legiſlators have 

conſidered as their moſt important Object. 


fol- 
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followed : He. was, by no means ignorant 
of its future corruption, and that, tho? his 
primitive inſtitution breathed nothing but 
Peace, and F orbearance, Good-will and 
Benevolence; yet that in mixing with the 
| Policies and Intereſts of Mankind, it would 
be productive of tyranny and oppreſſion, 
of martyrdoms and maſſacres, of national 
wars and family diſſentions. T hink net, 
a he, 7 come to ſend peace on Earth, 1 
come not to fend peace but a Sward” * for I 
a. tome 15 2 a man at Variance againſt bis 
A and the daughter apainſt der mother, 
and ibe daugbter in-law againſt her mother-i i. 


. e too OR fulfilled! © 


45: 55 Hul f 
* what inferumble ne can all wbela 


imperfections, and all theſe confequent E- 
vils derive their exiſtence ? On what incom- 


prehenfible plan muſt * 
Jo all 
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all things proceed, to ſuffer men thus to 
bewilder themſelves in the labyrinths of er- 
| ror, and from thenee to plunge inte che 
gulphs of wickedneſs and miſery, vhen the 
jeaſt direction from his omnipotent Hand | 


would lead chem thto* the flowery parhs of 
Truth to Virtue and Felicity? Strange? 


thar he has not given chem Reaſort fuffiei- 
ent to perform this important office! Stran- 
ger! that, if ever he condeſcended to aſſiſt 
that Reaſon with his infinite Wiſdom, even 
the Religion that reſults from that ſuperna- 
tural aſſiſtance ſhould be ſtill deficient in al 
moſt every one of the principal requiſites 
neceſſary towards accompliſhing the great 
and beneficent ends it was deſigned for 
chat it ſhould want Univerſality to render 
it impartial, Authenticity to make it de- 
monſtrable, Perſpicuity to make it intellä- 
gible, and Policy to make it uſeful to Man- 


f 
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bind: chat it ſnould immediately have been 


corrupted, and from that corruption been 
ptoductive of all the Miſery and Wicked- 


neſs. it ſeemed calculated to prevent. But 


| en examination we ſhall find, that theſe E- 


vils, like all thoſe of which we have before 


treated, owe their exiſtence to no defect of 
goodneſs or power in God, but to the im- 
perfection of Man and their own neceſſity: 

that is, to the impracticability of giving a 
perfect Religion to an imperſect Creature: 
from hence this — ot ariſes J 
. nnn Me 


a. aa 8 
know of, by which God can communicate 


2 Religion to mankind : that is, either by 


the deductions which he has impowered 


bim to make by the Force of that na- 


tural Reaſon which * has implanted in 
| bim, 


I 1 
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him, or by the extraordinary interpoſition 
of Divine Revelation: now from the firſt 
of theſe little need be ſaid to ſhew that no- 
thing perfect can be expected: our Reaſon 
is unſtable in its foundations, and uncertain 
in its concluſions ;/ our” lives are extremely 
ſhort, and our progreſs in ſcience no leſs te- 
dious, and retarded by numberleſs obfta- 
cles : much of our time is imployed in get 
ting ideas, and much in acquiring language 
to expreſs them : few Men have capacities 
to reaſon, and fewer leiſure: ſome having 
ſenſe but no learning, want materials to 
work with : others having learning and no 
ſenſe, become more abſurd by having a- 
maſſed much matter to miſtake about: o 
that to raiſe any tolerable ſyſtem of Reli- 
gion, or Morals, from human Reaſon, re- 
quires the labours of many generations; 
from all which have alteady paſt how little 

” truth 


\ 


truth can we collect ? and yet perhaps much 
of that little is owing to Revelation, Which 
we are apt to think unneceſſary from the 
very aſſiſtance we have received from it; 
lle the Country- man who deſpiſed the Sun 
becauſe it ſhined in the day - time. We ſee 
but a very {mall part of the great Whole, 
and ſce that ſmall part ſo ſuperficially, that 


| a the eſſence 1 thing; 
L 887 10 i; | 18% neither 


T7 bee divide All ! into Spirie 
end Matter: to Spirit they attribute motion, ac- 
Gvity, ſenübility, -thought,” will, and reaſon, 
free from all ſolidity, and extenſion ; to Matter 
they aſcribe ſolidity and extenſion only, void of 
all ſelf. motion, ſenſe, and perception: but theſe 

eſcriptions are quite arbitrary, founded only 
upon their own imaginations, and by no means 
conſiſtent "with experience: for Spirit ſeems to 
have many propettles not ſo diſtinct from Matter 
b its intimate Union with it in the compoſition. 
of 


n! 
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qualities contradictory to this diſtinction, ſuch as 
coheſion, attraction, elaſticity, electricity, fer- 
mentation, heat, and vegetation, none of which 
can be accounted for from the mere paſſive prin- 


Ciples of ſolidity and extenſion, 
Bb Many Philoſophers have conſidered Time 
and Space as real Eſſences; whereas they hare 
| certainly i no more than an imaginary exiſtence 
gerte d ſolely from the imperfeQion o human 
conceptions, and human language. They, a 
in themſelves really nothing, and the attributes 5 
we beſtow upon them are applicable with equal 
propriety to nothing: that is, nothing has nei- 
ther beginning nor end, nor can de comprehen- 
ded within any olds.” The intervening period 
between hiſtorical falls we diſtinguiſh 57 the 
names "of days and years; ; che diſtances between 
_ e call” yr Ind miles, and from tis 


— 


0 * 


- & 
9 GW; * bl 2 AS 
/ 


1» 


208 The NATURE and 


Time, of * Infinity or Eternity; we know 
ſcarce any thing of any thing, and leaſt of 
all of the nature of God or ourſelves ; and 
therefore it is by no means ſurpriſing that all 
Religions derived from ſuch a ſource ſhould 
os full of Errors and Abſurdities. , If it be 
oy 3 
manner of 3 e wt gain the ap- 
| pearance of being ſomething ; whereas abſtracted 
from thoſe fas, and places, they are Fu no- 
thing: ſo that if all things were annihilated, 
Space would immediately vaniſh, and ally 
n Time 218 be no more 


0 
l 


| * A the Ideas we haye ia Eternity 
are acquired by adding in our imagination Miles 
to Miles and Years to Years, by which means we 
come never the nearer to them : for no addition of 


parts can ever make any thing infinite or eternal; 
no two objects can be placed at an infinite diſ- 


tance, becauſe they would then be the two ends 
| | +... 
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aſſerted that God might have given to 
Man a more comprehenſive Reaſon and a 
greater Inſight into Nature and Futurity: 
I anſwer, he certainly might, and he might 
alſo have given him the ſtrength of the 
Horſe and the ſwiftneſs of the Stag, as well 
as the underſtanding of an Angel; but then 
he had not continued to be Man; or if he 
had, he would have ſuffered many ſuperior 
Evils from theſe unhappy acquiſitions. 


If we conſider. the other method, by 
which God can communicate a Religion to 
Mankind, we ſhall find i itno leſs incapable 


of Tnfiity: an infinite 8 contradiion in 
terms; and therefore every thing that is infinite 
or eternal muſt exiſt in ſome manner which bears 
no manner of relation to Space, or Time, and 
which muſt therefore be to us nn . 


henſible. - 
_- of 
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of producing a perfect one; becauſe tho? 
God is ſufficiently able to give a perfect 
Religion, Man is utterly unable to receive 
it. God cannot impart knowledge to Crea- 
tures, of which he himſelf has made them 
incapable by their nature and formation: 
he cannot inſtruct a Mole in Aſtronomy, or 
on Oyſter in Muſick, becauſe he has not 


given them Members, nor Faculties neceſ- 


ſary for the acquiſition of thoſe ſciences : 
neither-is this any diminution of lis Omni- 
potence, "becauſe acting in ſuch a manner 
would be willing Contrarieties at the fame 
time: it would be oppoſing his own De- 
ſighs, making Creatures what they are not 
5 and granting them Powers which he thought 
| proper to deny them : a Revelation there- 
fore from God can never be ſuch as we 
might expect from infinite Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, but muſt condeſeend to the 
£2 —— 7 Tgno 
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Ignorance and Infirmities of Man, Was the 
wiſeſt Legiſlator in the World to compoſe 
Laws for a Nurſery, they muſt be childiſh 
Laws : ſo was God to reveal a Religion to 
Manki nd, tho' the Revealer was divine, the 
Religion muſt be human, or it could be of 
no uſe to thoſe for whoſe ſake i was reveal- 
ed: and therefore, like them, it muſt be 
liable to numberleſs Imperfections, amongſt 
which all thoſe Deficiencies before · mention · 
ed are abſolutely unavoidable, and impoſſi- 
ble to be prevented by any power whatever ; 
theſe are the Want of Univerſality, Au- 
thenticity, Perſpicuity and Policy ; its cer- 
tain Corruption, with all that inundation 
of Wickedneſs and Miſery which muſt flow 
from that Corruption. Great and numes< - 
rous Evils ! from which it is not difficult to 
ſhew, that no Revelation communicated'to 
5 P 2 Man 


4 


4 
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Man can be exempted by an Omnipotent 
rr 5 | | 


4 


- Firſt "wa it ae want Univerſality: 
that is, however conducive it may be to the 
virtue and happineſs of Mankind in general, 
it cannot be alike communicated to all Men 

in all ages and all nations of the World; 
| | becauſe; from the nature of things, it wuſt 
| have a beginning , and a progreſſion : | 
muſt at firſt be revealed at ſome. time * 
in ſome place; and when- ever and where 
ever that is, there muſt have been times 

and places in which" it was not revealed; 
and therefore it is impoſſible it can be Uni- 
verſal; and this not proceeding from any 
zimpotence or partiality in the Revealer, 
but from the modes of exiſtence of all 
human affairs. | 


i 


It 
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It muſt likewiſe want Authenticity, that 
is, tho' its divine Authority may be more 
or leſs credible according to the circumſtan- 
ces of the evidence, yet it can never be ca- 
pable of a direct or demonſtrative proof; 
becauſe God muſt communicate this Reve- 
lation to Mankind either by a general or a 
particular Inſpiration: that is, either by 
inſpiring all Men, or by inſpiring a fer 
to teach it to others : the firſt of theſe me- 
thods, or a Univerſal Inſpiration, is im- 
poſſible in Nature, and abſurd even in Ima- 
gination, and would be the total alteration 
of human nature: the other muſt ever be 
liable to infinite uncertainty, becauſe tho 
a Man may . poſſibly know when he himſelf 


is inſpired, (thoꝰ that, I think, may be ve- 


ry well queſtioned) yet, that he ſhould ever 
produce indubitable credentials of a Divine 
Commiſſion to others, who are e uninſpired, 

P 3 - ſeems 


2 The NATURE uud 
ſeems utterly impracticable, there being no 
marks by which the fact can be aſcertained, 
nor any faculties in the human mind which 
are able to diſtinguiſh it : the excellence of 
the Revelation he reaches, its beneficent 
ends, and the miracles he may work i in its 
confirmation, may altogether render i it more 
or leſs probable, but can never amount to a 
certain proof, becauſe we know fo little of 
the ends and conſequences of things and ſo 
much leſs of the nature of Miracles: we 
underſtand indeed nothing about them, but 
that we ourſelves are unable to perform 
them; but what Beings be. md Orders 
may be able to do we cannot tell; nor yet 
what power, inclination or permiſſion ſuck 
Beings may have to deceive us. If it is im- 
poſſible therefore we can be certain of the 
** Authority of a Revelation, even by 
| * ll per- 
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a perſonal communication with its firſt Au- 
thor, much leſs can we be aſſured of it 
thro? the fallacious mediums of Tradition 
or Hiſtory ; for - whoever obſerves the pro- 
penſity Men have to impoſe upon themſelves 
and others, how difficult it is to come at a 
true Repreſentation of the commoneſt fact, 
even at the diſtance of a few miles or a few 
years, will be eaſily convinced, that all hu- 
man Tradition can be nothing more than a 
Complication of deſigned Fraud and inevi- 
table Error; a Glaſs which miſrepreſents 
all objects by magnifying or diminiſhing 
them, juſt as it is placed by the hand of 
| Knavery for the inſpection of Folly and 
Credulity. Hiſtory indeed carries with it a 
greater Authority, but muſt ever be liable 
to infinite Imperfections: we can never be 
certain that the Writers of it, being Men, 
were not impoſed upon themſelves, or did 


not intend to impoſe on others; and there- 
P 4 fore 
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fore its original evidence cannot be conclu- 
ſive, and muſt grow daily weaker in pro- 
portion to its antiquity : it muſt neceſſarily 
be ſubject to all uncertainties proceeding 
from the variation of languages and cuſ- 
toms, ignorant tranſcribers, falſe tranſlations, 
interpolations and forgeries; and as the hiſ- 
| tories of Religions are, more connected with 
Mens intereſts than thoſe of other occurren- 
ces, ſo they muſt be ever more ſubject to 
theſe [Frauds and Impoſitions; for the 
ſame reaſon that a Bank- note is more like- 
ly. to be counterfeited than a News- paper. 
It is therefore impoſſible that Hiſtory can 
afford us any certain proof of a ſupernatural 
and miratulous diſpenſation, becauſe a Fact, 


unlikely to be true, can never be demonſtra- 
ted by a Relation not impoſſible to be falſe. 
If it be ſaid, that God may inſpire the wri- 
ters of ſuch | important Records with Infalli- 
5 bility, 
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bility, Tanſwer; the Proof that he has fo 
inſpired them will be attended with no leſs 


difficulty than the proof of that divine au- 


thority which is to be eſtabliſhed by it; and 
it muſt ever be abſurd to prove the truth of a 
Revelation by the infallibility of its Records, 
and the infallibility of its Records from the 
truth of the Revelation. It is plain therefore, 
that, tho' infinite Goodneſs may reveal a 
Religion to ſo imperfect a creature as Man, 
yet infinite Power cannot, by reaſon of that 


Imperfection, give to that Revelation ſuch 
a degree of Authenticity, that is, ſuch a de- 


monſtrable proof of its divine Authority, as 
ſome Men unreaſonably expect, and others 


as ridiculouſly beſtow upon it *, 


Nothing here offered is meant by any means 
to invalidate the authority of Revelation: that 


of the Chriſtian is poſſeſſed of as much certainty 
as 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


* 
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It muſt want Perſpicuity : that is, it muſt 
be much more obſcure both inits ſpeculative 
and practical Doctrines, than might be ex- 
pected from the interpoſition of infinite wiſ- 
dom, truth and benevolence. In its ſpecu- 
lative Doctrines, Obſcurity muſt be unavoid - 
able, becauſe they muſt treat of ſubjects 
"above the reach of our Comprehenſions: 
which neither eye has ſeen, nor ear heard, 
nor has entered into the heart of Man to 
conceive; and therefore no Powen can im- 
part to us clear and explicit Ideas of ſuch 
things without firſt beſtowing on us\new fa- 
culties and new ſenſes ;, that is, without the 


- as the nature of the fact, and the nature of its 
evidence, will admit of. Thoſe who endeavour 
to beſtow more upon it, do in reality but make 
it leſs; and, like unſkillful Architects, weaken 
a Building already ſufficiently ſtrong, by over- 
loading it with unneceſſary ſupporters. 

<> ' total 
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total alteration of our Natures. But what 
is moſt of all extraordinary is, that it muſt 
be likewiſe to a certain degree obſcure in its 
practical and moral precepts z and this from 
a reaſon not the leſs valid for having never 
before been inſiſted on 3 which i is, from the 
Neceſſity of Moral Evil: that is, ſince 
God, as has been ſhewn, Was obliged by 
Neceſſity to admit Moral Evil into the Cre» 
ation, he muſt probably be obliged, by the 
ſame Neceſſity, to ſuffer it in ſome degree 
to continue; and therefore cannot inforce 
the univerſal practice of Virtue by laws ſo 
explicit, by threats and promiſes ſo glaring, 

and by commands ſo inconteſtably of divine 
Authority, as can admit of no doubt; for 
theſe would be ſo abſolutely irreſiſtable as at 
once to eradicate all human Vice, which has 


already been proved to have been admitted 


only from the impoſibility of its excluſion 
with» 
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without the introduction of greater Evils 
or the loſs of ſuperior Good. If Omnipo- 
tence could not prevent the exiſtence of 
Moral Evil by the original formation of 
Man, totally to extirpate it by Revelation 
would be to counteract his own wiſe, tho 
; incomprehenſible deſigns z and therefore a 
Divine Revelation can never be a regu- 
lar Body of practical Inſtitutes, clear and 
perſpi picuous, free from all doubts and alter- 
Cations, inforced by perpetual iracles, 


by viſible and immediate ewards 
and Puniſhments ; z but a ſtill \ Voice 


whiſpering gentle Warnings, divine Ad- 
monitions and ſupernatural Truths; Light 
ſhining ina dark Place, illuminating to a 
certain degree the native Obſcurity of the 
human Mind, and diſcovering by faint 
glimmerings the Deſigns of 1 | 
2 a diſtant poſe. of a future Life. 


It | 


bo 
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- It muſt alſo want Policy: that is, it can 
never preſcribe political rules by which 
Mankind can be conducted in the Govern 
ment of Nations, or their pretended rights 
of War and Peace, . becauſe all theſe affairs 
being incapable (as has been ſhewn) of 
being carry'd on by any other means 
than thoſe of violence, fraud, and corrup- 
tion; a Divine Revelation cannot poſſibly 
give any directions about them; becauſe 
all ſuch muſt be neceſſarily inconſiſtent ei- 
ther with Virtue or with practicability: to- 
tally to forbid theſe methods of governing 
mankind, who can be governed by no other, 
would be deſtructive of all Government; 
to allow them, of all Morality : and there- 
fore it is neceſſary that Men ſhould be left 
to act in theſe matters at their peril, as par- 
ticular circumſtances may require, with 


| only a general ſyſtem of religion and mora- 
lity 


a 


cannot therefore, I apprehend, delegate 
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lity for their guide. | If adivine Revelation 


can give no laws for the management of 
Civil Government, much leſs can it inſtitute 
any new policies peculiar to itſelf, under the 


names of Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical ; all 
which, however divine in their Original, muſt 
neceſſarily be adminiſter d, if adminiſter d by 


- Man, by the ſame unjuſtifiable methods as o- 


thers with this additional inconvenience, that 
they could never be juſtly reſiſted; God 


Spiritual power to Man, without patroniſing 
all that Violence, Corruption, and Iniqui- 
ty, which muſt reſult from it, and without 
which no power in the hands of Men can be 
exerciſed over Men. For the imperfection 
of Man is incompatible with the purity of 
a Divine Government. The Government 
of all creatures muſt correſpond with their 
natures ; and it ſeems to me as impoſſible 

that 
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that Societies of Men ſhould ſubmit under 
a Divine Government, as that Wolves and 
Tygers ſhou'd live together under the regu- 


lations of Human Policy: but moſt of all 


impoſſible it muſt be that a divine and hu- 
man Government ſhould ſubſiſt together in 
the ſame Society, for they muſt immediate» 
ly claſh : and whenever that happens, the 
leaſt ſpark of divine authority, if really di- 
vine, muſt” infallibly conſume all human 
power, and deſtroy all Civil Government 
whatever. 


Laſtly, it muſt very ſoon be corrupted, 
and from that corruption be productive of 
the moſt miſchievous eſſfects: for, as the 
pureſt ſtream pour d into an impure veſſel 
muſt partake of its impurity; ſo muſt the 


moſt perfect Religion, that can be revea td 
by God to ſo imperfect a Creature as Man, 
: | 


1 
| 


— — 


224 The NATURE and 

partake of his imperfection, and produce 
many and great Evils both natural and mo- 
ral; that is, much of that miſery, and 
vickedneſs, which it was intended to prevent: 
this no wiſdom can obviate, no power put 


' a ſtop to, fo long as that imperfection re- 


mains; but it muſt conſtantly come to paſs 
from a train of unavoidable conſequences, 
which muſt invariably follow their cauſes, 
fo long as human nature continues what it 


0 » 


MN 

For inſtance, when a Divine Revelation 
is firſt communicated to Mankind, it muſt 
bs receiv'd (if receiv'd at all) becauſe its 
precepts are approv*d, and its authority be- 
liev'd; and all thoſe nations who thus 
approve the one, and believe the other, 
muſt eſteem it both their intereſt and their 
| duty to encourage and ſupport it. This 
bis = 
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granting peculiar priviledges. to all who 
profeſs it, 'by forming from it their nation-. 
al Religion, and publick” worſhip, and by 
maintaining an Order of” Men to preach 


to the people; all which amounts to a Na- 
tional Eſtablimment. 
any Religion becomes national, or eftabliſh- 


ed, its purity muſt certainly be loſt, becauſe 


it is then impollible to keep. it unconnected 
with mens intereſts ; and if connected, it 


muſt inevitably 'be perverted by them. 
Whenever temporal advantages are arine#'d 


to any religious profeſſion, they will be ſüre 
to call i in all thoſe who have no religion at 


they can ffſt by no other means than by 


7 


| that Religion, and minister that worſhip 


"Now the moment 


all: knaves will embrace it for the ſake of 
intereſt, fools will follow them for the fake 


of faſhion ;" and” when once it is in ſack 
hands, Omnipotence itſelf can never pte 
ooh he ar ns 


14} (387 5 2 1 A 


ene * 


who a are maintain d to 


5 inthe ſole ee of al its promiſes, a 
 Ghildhood, the weakneſs "of Age, 9 
— theſe . We with all theſe 1 75 


3 RY it never deſign'd them, og, 
: ſemons to which. they have no. right z ta 


make good theſe falſe pretenſions, falſe bif. 
' tories will be forg d. and fabulous traditions 


'I invented groundleſs terrars will be, flung 
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W 4 


5177 07 (336) « {1 Fre (1; 
| ſupport t its intereſt 
3 © 4} + T1 ul} 


will ſacrifice them to 1 ech 13,and bein 1 


ignorance of the vulgar to Work upon 1 


ſh ends their 
WITT 


| own avarice and EE and a ER 
5 to the total deſtruftion of it its Original Puri- 


: from it they wil lay claim to pow 


+ 
» 635. CACFEY 


out to Operate on ſuperſtition and. timidity ; * 
ess end Arcicles will be contriy'd to cn: 
* all Reaſos, anchecſts impos'd to ſiſt 

out 
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out, all Nhe 1. boneſty pr. courage enqugh 


to re{iſt theſe unwarantable encroachments,. i 


Devotion, vill. be turned into, free agg pa- 
geantry, to captivate mens eyes, that their 


pockets may with more facility be invaded : 
_ I * convert” Piety into Superſts k n 
Zeal: into Rancbur, and this el 
notwickſtandding alb its Divinity, RE 

lical malevolence. By degrees kad 7 „il 
Jen chem, Fools believe them, and towards 
be fuld of tiem — — 


chey will erect an independent o f u. a- 


| mon tbein ſelves dangerous to the liberties of 
Matilind, and repreſenting u tos who 
oppoſe heir tyranty as God's enemies, teach 
ic to be meritorious im His ſight to petferute 
them in this world and damn them in ano 
ther. Hence muſt ariſe Hierarchies, Ingui- 


9 


 firigns, and Popery z y for Popery is bur the 
conſurrr mation of chat t tyranny Which erery 


GY re- 


A 


| 
| 
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N Syſtem i in the hands of Mea is in 


perpetual purſuit of, and whoſe principles 
they are all feady to adopt whenever they 


are fortunate enough to meet vth ies Toe 
_—_— AR IR; APR 2 


Wini ee ratio ton ff; 1 


{ This... Tyranny cannot fablit vou 
fierce | and formidable Oppoſition, from 
whence. innumerahle Sects, Schiſms and 
Diſentions will, liſt up their contentious, 
| heads, esch gaping for that very power | 
which they ate fighting to deſtroy, tho un- 
. either to Ain its GARY 
rants; lgnorancs, Self-conceir, L-breoding, 
Obſtinacy, Anarchy, and Confuſion. | From 
theſe conteſts all kinds of Evils muſt derive. 
their-exiſtence, - blood-ſhed. and deſolation, 
rede, wette and-mareyrdoms. | 


4 theſe Evils you fee a are bar che neceſ 
———— 


Con 
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ment of any Religion lack God can com- 
| municate to Man, i in whoſe hands i its Divi- 
nity can never long preſerve its purity or 
keep it unmixed with his imperfections, 
his folly and wickedneſs. ' Nay, fo far is 
the Divinity of a Revelation from being 
able to prevent its corruption, that it will 
but increaſe and haſten it; for the greater 
ſhare of Divinity it partakes, the greater 
muſt he i its Excellence; the greater its Ex- 
cellence, the more univerſal muſt be its 
Approbation ; the more it is approved, 
the more it muſt be encouraged , the more 
It is encouraged, the ſooner it will be eftab- 
| Aﬀied; "and the ſooner it is eſtabliſhed, the 
ſooner it muſt de corrupted and made 
ſubſervient to the worſt purpoſes of the 
worſt of Men; yet it is plain this Eſtab» 
| 4Yiſhment is no more than the conſequence 

of its excellence, and Men's approbation ; 
"0 more © than the alternative of its total 


Q3 * 
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extinction, and without which it cannot 
be preſerved at all; and iberefore the corrup- 


tion of every divine Revelation c com mu INICA- 


ted to Man, is, by che nature; of. Man, 
clearly unayoidable. Tu bas wot © 


ens ene it appears 
plainly, that all the numerous Evils which 
adhere to, and all the miſchie bbs effects 
which follow alt human Religions, wnetder 
natural r revealed, "by no kee owe 
a their exiltence to any want Er. Pon e wil- 


- 
* 


dom or goodneſs in God, but, Me 


. | SiON) 


[ others, to the imperfection of Man z chat 
is, to his folly and | wickedneſs, Which muſt 


inevirably 'corrupe them, Ir 38 \alſo, 1 
think, no les evident chat all arguments 


kvelled f againſt the divine, Ori ine of 


1 fu .! #1 


Chrtflanicy ty, fou nded « on its ; imperfections 


x 4 Spire d 1 i. +3 4s 


and \.Pernicious, conſequences, (which. are 
e ee 
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be proved to be valg and inconclubre, * and 
this 1 by concealing 0 or b denying thoſe 


ese. 


us mg/ have hell, attempred. "bur 


by fairly ſhewing, that they. all proceed 
from the, imperfe&tians of 1 thoſe 2 rene 


0 whom i it js.xeyealed,s f and that, ſo. 
a8 thoſe continue, theſe cannot be pre pr even. 


w# % & #* 


ted by any Ws md ; or oner 


Om >: o na ' {3 DOYI 


we look date dell . 
all Times, we ſhall find, that they habe l- 
ways attacked the Chriſtian Religion moſt ſucęſ- 

fully from this Ground; they have ſhew d the 
many Imperſections, that adhere to it and then 
| concluded, that nothing imperfet could derive - 
its Original from God: their adverſarles hahe h- 
Judieiouſy denied thoſe Imperfections, which for 
- he moſt part are true; and agreed to their Coh- 
-clufion which is indiſpotably falſe ; for everyabipg 
wtye poſſeſa is derived from God, and a 


bels nothing es e 12 
offs # 


1 


A 
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'W 
{5 Thus, Sir, if 1 miſtake not, I have ſuf- 
" ficiently, tho' conciſely, anſweted that moft 
abſtruſe and important Queſtion, Whence 
"cam: Evil? and proved, that all the Evils 
'we feel, and all which we ſee around us, 
derogate not in the leaſt from the wiſdom, 


power, or goodneſs of our Creator; but 
Proceed. entirely from that ſubordination 


"which is ſo neceſſary to the happineſs and 
even to the exiſtence of the great and in- 
comptehenſible Whole. I have ſbewn that 
all ſubordination muſt imply imperfection 
iin dome Beings or other; and that all im- 
jon muſt conſiſt in the abſence of 
comparative Good, or the admiſſion of po- 

tive Evil. I have ſhewn that moſt of the 
Evils we uſually complain of are of the 
firſt kind ; the want only of thoſe: perfec- 
- tons we ſee others enjoy, or imagine infinite 
power might have beſtowed upon our- 
faves which are therefore in © fact no E- 
e 


4 : 


vile al, n 
ive Evils, © are ach 7 as from the nature of 


things muſt intrude themſelves into all Crex-® 


tion, and therefore that Omnipotence can do 
no more than make choice of that Syſtem- 
which admits the feweſt | 5. being obliged 
by the imperfection of all created Beings, 


the untractableneſs of Matter, and ſome 1 


incomprehenſible connection between God 
and Evil, Happineſs and Miſery, to admit 
both, or to give exiſtence to neither. 
T have likewiſe ſhewn that Moral Evil 
may have its neceſſity + and utility as well as 
Natural; at leaft, that if Natural Evils are. 


neceſſary, Moral ones are expedient, ts 


prevent that neceſſary Miſery from falling 
to the ſhare of perfect Innocence, and to 


| convert unavoidable ſufferings i into juſt pu- | 


 niſhments;; that tho” the eſſenoe of all Mo» 
ral Evil confiſts in the production of Natu- 


Ar 
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ond, and that the Wicked, bit they. 
are. aly puniſhed for the miſtries wh ich. 
they. occaſſon, may Probabl >. by, at very . 
guilt, and puniſhment. ſome _ _ WAY: remotely 
contribute t to pniverſal. happineſs... T have 
ſhewn. that. if Natural and: "Moral Filz 
could. not be. prevented, the .cxiſtence of 
Wee and; Religiqus. Byjls. muſt. of 
courſe. be vnayeidable, they being but the 
certain conſequences of the gther } that: 
all human Gqxernment muſt, be in the, 
_ higheſt degree imperfect, and big with all 
manner of Exils, being the dominion of, 
\ggorant; and wicked creatures. over each 0 
ther: that, a8 ſuch.creatures can be gover- 


_ ned; only by. fear of puniſhment or hopes of 
reward, all Goverament awongſt t them 7 


r 


and ever ſupported and. admigiſtred by the 
fame , vitious and. onjuſtifiable methody : 


Kat no power whatever can give a perfect 
Reli- 
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Religion, to ſo ĩmperfect a creature as Man, 


either by Nature or Revelation; not by W | 


ture, becauſe, whilſt that 1s human nature, 
he can never diſcover by Reaſon the Truths 
on which a Perfect ſyſtem of Theology or 


Ethics can be erected; not by Revelation, 
becauſe he wants faculties to comprehend 


ſuch ſupernatural diſcoveries, althoꝰ they 
ſhould" be imparted to him; that, was he 


capable of once receiving a perfect Reli- 


gion, it is not poſſible he could long retain 


it; becauſe, if it could be kept entirely ſe- 


parate from his worldly intereſts, it would 


ſoon be neglected and periſh in oblivion; 
and, ifit was not, ſuch a connection would 
| quickly corrupt its purity, and deſtroy its 
eſſence, ſo that national eſtabliſhments 


would be neceſſary for its ſupport, and yet 


_ infallibly productive of its deſtfüction. 


That all theſe evils proceed not froth 
| 2 diſpoſitions or accidental cauſes, but 


R ſingly 


ſingly and ſolely from the imperfection of 
Man; and yet that in the gradation from 
iafinite perfection t to abſolute nothing, there 

"muſt be one rank occupied by ſuch a Crea- 

ture as Man with all his imperfeCtions 
aboyt him; that theſe imperfections muſt 
be annexed to his fituation, and adhere to 
every thing that relates to him, to his hap- 
Pineſs, to his morals, to his government, 
and to his religion: that, in like manner, 
all other created Beings muſt have Evils 
and Imperfections peculiar to their ſtations 
and proportioned to their inferiority; not · 
withſtanding all which, there is ag much 
Gad, and as little Evil in the univerſal 
ſyſtem as the nature of Creation will admit 
of; and that therefore i it is a work equal 


| to what we might expect from the Ope- 


rations of infinite Beneyolence 5 wich 
dae *. 1 8 
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LL fovliſh people are wiſe enough 
to be ſoon tired of their own. com» 
pany ; and therefore impatient of ſolitude, 
perpetually impoſe it upon their unfortu- 


nate acquaintance. 


Thoſe, who are extremely civil, are 
ſeldom ſociable; becauſe they receive more 
trouble, than entertainment from com- 


pany. 


| That men uſually grow more covetous 
| as they grow older, does not ſo much pro- 
ceed from the increaſe of their affection 

© IG for 
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for wealth, as from the decreaſe of their 
inclinations for any thing beſide : their re- 
| _gard for money continues the ſame, but 
they meet with fewer temptations to part 
with it: their love of pleaſures is leſſened 
by ſatiety, their ambition by diſappoint- 
ments, their prodigality by experience, 


8 and their generoſity by ingratitude. 


Every year, as we grow older, appears 
"ſhorter than the preceding, and the reaſon 
of it is this; all our ideas of time muſt 
be derived from that portion of it, in 
which we have already exiſted, and that 
muſt be the ſtandard by which we meaſure 
it; as this ſtandard therefore extends itſelf 
by our living longer, ſo every period muſt 
appear ſhorter in proportion to it : thus 


when we have lived ten years, one year 


is the tenth part of the duration of our 
; whole exiſtence ; but when we have lived 


eighty, 


- 
* 
L * 
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eighty, it is then but the 3 er 
6 | 


8 is but a k&icious kind of hg? 
neſty ; a mean, but a neceſſary ſubſtitute 
for it in ſocieties, who have none: it is a 
ſort of paper credit, with which men are 
obliged to trade, who are deficient in the 
ſterling caſh of true morality and religion, 


Women are certainly not at all inferior 
to men in reſolution, and perhaps much 
leſs in courage, than is commonly ima- 
gined: the reaſon they appear ſo is, be- 
cauſe women affect to be more afraid, 
than they really are, and ! men pretend to 


Men's opinions much oftener * 


from their actions, than their actions from 
their opinions i they act firſt, and then 
= with 
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with great facility reconcile their prin- 
ciples ro their conduct; for which reaſon 
we find many, whom no advantage can 
' induce to do any thing, which appears to 
them wrong; but of that many, very few, 
who can ever be convinced that any thing 
is wrong, from whence either pleaſure or 
profit accrues to themſelves. 


Were all men honeſt, the world would 
go on much more happily than it * at 
preſent ; but were all men wiſe, it would 


not go on at all: ſo. greatly preferable is 
boneſty to underſtanding. ds eee 


F Ax: a man of ſenſe can caily out- vit a 


fool, becauſe his deſigns are inconceivable 
to his adverſary's underſtanding ; ſo a fool 


will ſometimes. be too. cunning for a wiſe 
man, for the very ſame reaſon; that is, 
3 he will conceive ſchemes, which 


ory 


could 
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could never enter into à viſer head than 
his own. Counter- plotting an abſurd fel- 
low is like fighting a left-handed fencer; 
you receive a wound, becauſe it comes 
in a direction from whence you had no 
reaſon to expect it, and he gains a victory 
merely by his aukwardneſs. 


Much ſpirit and little ſenſe are the worſt 
ingredients of which a human creature can 
be compoſed ; he, who has much ſpirit, 
and much underſtanding, will probably 
make a great and illuſtrious character: 
he, who has little ſpirit and little ſenſe, 

may prove an honeſt, uſeful, and happy 
man: but he, who is ſo unfortunate as 

to have a great deal of ſpirit, and a ſmall 


ſhare of underſtanding, muſt ever be miſ- 
chievous to others, and miſerable in him- 


ſelf. a 7 | 


* 


Coo 


244 REFLECTIONS. 


Contempt among mankind, like action, 
and re- action in ſolid bodies, is always 
reciprocal, and equal; whoever deſpiſes his 
company, may be aſſured, that he is not 
Jeſs deſpiſed by them * a wiſe man is juſt 

as much deſpiſed amongſt fools, as a fool 
amongſt wiſe men: whores and gameſters 
are not more contemptible in the eyes 
others, than all others are in theirs, 
who are not of their own Senteel frater- 


ay, | e 
Our teſentments and attachments are 
commonly the principal obſtacles which 
retard us in our progreſs to wealth and 
greatneſs: he, who can totally exonerate 
himſelf of theſe two grand impediments, 
Us bene of pal "injuries; "hd | 
- gratitude for paſt benefactions, can hardly 
fall of travelling through the dirty roads 
ane; X FR, of 
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of buſineſs and ambition, with 2 ala- 
| crity and ſucceſi. 


F o 


Thole, who live idly on hereditary for” 
tunes, are apt to look with much envy o 
the wealth and affluence enjoyed by men 
in profeſſions, and with no leſs indignation 
on the unjuſt means, by which, in moſt 
profeſſions, they are acquired: but they 
ought to conſider, that to theſe very means, 
unjuſt as they are, they themſelves are in- 
| debted for the ſecurity of their own lives, 
| liberties, and eſtates ; for ſuch is the na- 
ture of mankind, that. if, in their general 
ſtruggle for wealth and power, they can- 
not ſucceed by art, they will infallibiy 
make uſe of force; that is, if they are 
dot indulged in ſome ingenious, learned, 

and legal methods of politely preying on 
each other, they will quickly bs recourſe 
to fire and * | 


He, 
2 
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"He; who will not be chan a little; 
will be abuſed a great deal, and by that 
means ſuffer no leſs in his fortune, than 
in his reputation: our firſt leflon, there- 
fore, | in the art of ccm, ſhould ever 
be to learn how to permit ourſelyes to be 


properly impoſed on, in due Proportion 
to our tuation and circumſtances, 


5 "we two qualities in the Füman mind 
are more eſſentially different, though often 
 Eonfounded, than pride, and vanity : the 
proud man entertainsthe higheſt opinion of 
hitnſelf, the vain man ſtrives only to infuſe 
ſuch an opinion into the minds of others; 
the proud man thinks admiration his due; 
*he vain man is ſatisfied if he can but 
-obtain it: pride by ſtatelineſs demands re- 
ſpect; vanity by: little artifices ſolicits ap- 
plauſe: pride, therefore, makes men aha 
agyecable, and vanity ridiculous © 
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Whoever appears to have a great deal 
of cunning, muſt, in reality, have but 
very little; for if he had much, he would 
e to conceal it. 


The vice "of ingratirude *« cannor * * 
frequent as it is uſually repreſented, be- 
cauſe the inſtances of real and diſintereſted 


obligations, from whence alone it can pro- 


cced, ate very rare. VP 
Sp of 


48 is more frequently acquired by 
profuſeneſs, than by charity; that is, by 
ſuffering ourſelves to be impofed on, than 
by beſtowing our money on proper objects: 
becauſe thoſe who over-reach us, look up- 
on their acquiſitions as the juſt reward of 
their own ſuperior abilities, and are there- 

fore not unwilling to publiſh them 
| whereas, thoſe who reccive our donations, 
feel the weight of obligations, always im- 


; plying 
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plying an inferiority, which men Ald care 


i remember, "and leſs to talk of. 


1 en 9 


Painters of human nature, like thoſe 
of human faces, are of two ſorts; the 
ene give us beautiful pictures, but without 
the leaſt reſemblance of thoſe who ſit for 
them; the other draw ſtrong likeneſſes, 
but for the moſt part ſomething uglier 
thay the ori _— , 


Wierer would PEP the multitude, 


| kt him not deſpair of perſuading them 


to believe any one thing in the. world, 
except truth. To f | | 


LY 


62 Advice is | feldom well received, wall 


mtended, or productive of any good: i 


» fſeldom well received, becauſe it _ 
plies a ſuperiority of judgment in the giver; 
aud it is ſeldom intended for any other 
Ns 9 85 end, N 


* rr r 10 0 


4a den i deu It's : it is ſeldom of amy 
ſervice to the giver, becauſe it more fre- 


quently makes him an ehemy, than a 


becauſe, if he is not wiſe enough to act 
properly without it, he will ſcarcely be 
wiſe enough to diſtinguiſh that which is 


He, who will not change his principles, wy 


will find himſelf, in a little time, under 
@ „ jets bis party. " 

9 <W ® \ . 
Gee is a fine-ſounding word; 
i of thoſe who uſe. it, mean 4 
more by it than a liberty to oppreſs others, 
themſelves uncontrouled by any ſuperior 
mana F 


{F* N f 


As Property always produces 1 s 
power is ahyays convertible into property ; 


” 
| 
there. | 
- 
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thereſore it is demonſtrable, that the cor- 
ruption of- parliaments muſt ever increaſe 
with the increaſe of their power, and can 


F 


de leſſened only by the diminution of their 
importance. How abſurd," therefore, are 
thoſe, who labour at the ſame time to in- 
creaſe liberty, and to deſtroy corruption, 
that is, who endeavour to give the people 
more power to carry to market, and at the 
fare time to hinder them 1 2 it? 
* 8 £1 * 1111 1% 7 
The chief buſineſs of a government is 
bke that of a nurſe, to hinder thoſe vho 
ae under its gate ſrom doing miſchief to 
themſelves; of which they are id -perpe- 
nal. purſuit, and perpetually avgry = 
Goſe- who n to 3 
2 e 
We ts travel far over the — 1 
to acquire a. ſufficient knowledge of hu- 


man nature and human government: by 
* f "ſaga 


: : 


_ 


* s : 
wo» : KS 
_- we 24 + 
* * 
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by the ſame principles, and 


5 be ne _ 


ro 


S 


Gagacicy. and . by afily -* 


learnad within the nartqw limits of a ſingle 


pariſh, the meaneſt veſtey being actuated 
magen by 
the ſame arts, as the moſt holy ſynod/ ot 
the moſt auguſt ſenate : the conduct 'of 
the drama is nearly the ſame the dif- 
ference lies only in the addreſs, and dig- 


* of gb * 


. "nnd apcoubred)y; On 0" | 
in the- wiſdon? and honelly of particular 


men, bud very little in thoſe of large num · 


ben in che fame ſituathai and cirtutniſin- 


ces; as individual grains of cofn my dif- 


bes moch in fide and weight, but two bulh⸗ 
the ſutne 1 vill * 


* wy Far 10 
* a 3 principle of mo- 
politicks, that every. means that 2 
Vor. II. 
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bo much 20, „. happinel, — 
= nnd duration but chis is no more true, 
than that every. ſingle perſon. is happy. 
healthy, © 'and — in proportion to 
by riches. « . 43, Dogs oo ONS 


W z 
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'k 1 Me das ae landed and 
| Nang intereſt of a nation muß, ever be 
1 inſeparable ; and each of chem aſſure us, 
=... that. their own is the intereſt of the pub- 
OY lick: but all, cheſe propoſitions oof 
cious there are few, inſtances in w 
the landed and trading intereſts coincide; 
1 in; moſt, they, are diametrically oppoſite ; 

| 2 ; » 2 nor are either, or both of them alxays the 
intereſt of the public ; vhoſs trus intereſt 
© is only to keep them from deſtroying each 
5 . Other, and Wa herſelf M dangers 


W e cee 
"4 10 — a e, TY 8 * 
* 7 *t - The 
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* 
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The- landed" Tardreft'of this natioh, "like: ; 1 
the filly" and defenceleſ) ſheep, in ſilence 2 


offers its throat to the ay ng of 4 .. _ 
iminiſtration, a and 1 eat — by every” ra- . 
7 


wo 
eſt, like" the hungry and ener hog, 9 f „ 
devouts every thing, and if a finger i is but > | 
laid upon it, the whole country i is diſtraft- +42 MW 
N i oy * „ oF b l 
2 a little Gorpriſing;/th thi mats 
kind have in al} times ſo much delighted in 


wuanr, and that notwithſtanding all the mi- 

ſeries it has brought upon them, they ſhould 

ſtill continue to ruſh into it with as muemmmnm 3 
alacrity as ever: the true, though a 
rbaſon of which, is certainly this: there is 1 


— 
— 
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" inhplanted in humihguature, oorthpt ait hf 
is; ſo ſtrong all approbatiom of vices; . 
chat however Geermined” men are to l- 239 
— ay of 

. % "a 
» * 


al . ebe, n j 
V can find out ſame means. of hidigz chen 
4 # deformities, not only from the eyes of 
a others, but even from their own, and they 
are therefore extremely fond of, every ex . 
gien chat ean aliſt them in this favour- 
ite fell. oeceptioo, and procure. chem lere 1 
to be wicked with a good character, and 
2 good conſcience: nom war is of all | 
13 others the moſt effectual for this pufpoſe ; 
F a 23 it grants us a plenary. indulgahte for 
eee vitiousdiſpoſition in the buman mind 
, =exempyed from alf puniſhment, ot, ben 
' chnſurey us well as fromm all elactahce and 
orte it (c dreſſes up idleneſi and pro- | 
Deny, malevolence and reverige, equelty 
den juſtice in the amiable habit of nl, 
Fe. for ths. glory and. prgſpericy of our .coun- 
a. chat dee cn Rive 4 ſhoſe'to chem dl. 
* anly with, — of the Werld, © 
Lo wg dhe fincere* approbation of d 
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Men's zeal for riligign is 3 * 
Tame kind as that which they ſhew for a 
— r fi "— fer. 
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on. bur ſleeps in dblirlon,.-buiied.io rubs 

bib. Which no ona thinks ic worth bia 

* e take im much iel io ber. 9 ey; 3s 
1h atk oj: writs; i 2 

18 religiqus quarrels, the u 

in diſpute ars generally loch _ 9 

| impoſe, them cannot beligve, and choſe - 

Vhs reject them cannot ungerſtand : a 5 * 

een . * 


7 Fl 


©» * * 


3 "4 Yo? | 20 þ } 
By ka 4 A LE. l 
. n 


„ = 455 A n "0 


" Seiwg; bur (aj eee 
* 2 when they! do mot; mhiſb?is, ft inſoleaix 
. 2 darein eee 
tan their perſecutors; an affront, which 
= de ſtrongeſt — — — . 
b aud ſeverely "puniſhes, under the terrible 
1 rr 1 abltthard bettly. EGG 
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1 e 13 meaning of the 
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— * rd faith; fam nothing more, than a 
done of ptomptitude to receive truth, 
* 1 of Chriſtian faith to believe then di- 

* ie "authority." &f' har? religions! and 


tb bey is precepts: in his ſenſe ſurely 

too much merit can never" beithpured to 

"xk but finge th this denomination has been x 

þ "indetermined fo Wo! Ages, m- | 

8 ns or feats; * allixe&$'4t che fame 4 

ide ds, aud W abufed, chat under it every 

e ket could chart den, 

@ *- e e bew eh. 
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0 1 and fee it ts ſtill capable.of be- . 
ing ſo explained, as'to mean any thing that — 
an artful preacher pleaſes to impoſe on an 
illiterate audience, the laying too great * * 
ſtreſs upon it muſt be highly dangerous to 1 
the religion and liberties of qankind : bur I 
the propoſing it as a contgglition for mo- * " 
ral duties is of all others the moſt miſchic- 5 
vous ed as it unhinges all our no 
tions of divine juſtice, and eſtabliſhes « * / 
wickedneſs, upon a principle: and it is 
the more miſchievous, as it cannot fail g 9 | 
being popular, becauſe, x it is uſually in- : I „ 
culcated, it is in fact nothing more than if 
offering to the people a licence to de pro- 
fligate, at the eaſy ptice of being abſurdd, * 
1 bargain, which they will ever readily. „ 
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